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, DE DñI ATEN ͤ 3 
To the moſt Renowned Modern EQUILIE RIS, -Y 


> . 1 R, | | 5 = 3 
though your Excurſions from your own Country have 
A been more in queſt of Wealth than Knowledge, I 
7 caanot ſuppoſe you unacquainted with the Merit of 
the celebrated Foreigners I here do myſelf the Honour to in- 
troduce to you. I will not imagine that fo ſtrenuous an aſ- 
ſertor of Liberty as you are known to be, can be 2 Stranger 
to the only two at Rome who have out- lived the Freedom of 
their Country : And though you may be too rigid a Prcteftant 
to hold an immediate Correſpondence with any of the Pont if: 
Subjects, it is to be a . you will not think it an Oftence | 
1 your Religion, to Patronize thoſe of them who ſhall be 
uſhered to you, as theſe are, in an Engliſh Dreſs, and by a 
Member of the Reformation 825 BY 
If the Banker B. . . i, ſome Years ago, had had the Pre- 
caution of covering himſelf, as my Paſduin and Marforio do. 
at preſent by my Hands, with the Armour of Intelligible 
Engliſh Language, It is probable he would have eſcaped the 
Cenſare palſed upon him. B. . . i was guilty of another 
notorious Blunder, which my Authors have prudeatly avoided ; 
That was, he manifected too tender a Regard for the Plun-' 
diered and Unfortunate amongſt us; an Afﬀront, ſo Charitably 
| - _ _ Grofs, as no goed Proteſtant was able to put up. wo. > 
I do conteſs, that Marforio, in my Original, ſpeaks with | 
great Freedom of the preſeut State of our Liberty, but I have | 
taken care in his Engliſt Garb, that he ſhould not offend 
Ears fo delicate as yours, with Truths in which your Family. 
is too nearly intereſted. If I have permitted him to chatter 
concerning {ome Secret Machinations of a near Relation of 
yours ; It I have allowed him to be ſmart on ſome of your 
own TranſaQtions ; It I have not ſilenced him when he makes 
2 little free with your Character as a Negotiator ; and if I 
have not quite ſhaded his Animadverſions on our General 
Conduct for the laſt Half Century, I beſeech you to impure te 
rather to Neceſlity than Choice, It would have been impoſſi. 
ble to render him 3 or to have produced him con- 
ſiſtent with hiuſelf, it had ſtifled his Seatiments on theſe 
Particulars. | | | 
Paſquin and Marforio have a better Title to your Friend. 
ſhip, Sir, than perhaps you would imagine, They are famed 
for being Learnedly Awkward'and Slevenly, fo are you; they 
are, like you, Maggiſb, Arch, and Droll, and have often re- 
ceived wholeſome Correction for being unſeaſonably Witty and 
Obſcene: They have been as fortunate as yourſelf in breeding 
c rivate Families, though not quite ſo often caught _ 
ripping in Publick Aſſemblies : And they have, like you, 
been r in their own. Country, with all their Faults, 
but with this Difference, that their Support conſiſted chiefly in 
Wit and keen Satyr, yours ſolely ia a Golden Number. | 
| You will find, r 2 Smatterer in Politicks, like your 
dear ſelf, and you will ſee that Paſquin has as great an Itch 


— 


to running his Noſe into _ above his Capacity, as you 


can for your Life. They both of them gre' great Adept“ in 


5 | the | 
Þ | 


the Art of Ballaneing, have been em 
. 7 N. 2 — hg very >robdty, may have been as 
fſuceefstul 24 your precious ſelf, in making many hreaches 
| ET d nt 1 at Joe? In' mort, St 5 and thee 70 
brated chiſeiled Couple are fo every way alike, that the Cu- 
ripus have not ſerupled to maintain you were all three Chips 
„ en Irn. 1 ＋ Dino d 2108 £236 F 
But whither as a M444 and a Proteſtant, you will thi 
it late, o claim Kindred. to theſe For | pe nem 
Know though give me leave to ſay, you may be guilty of a 
more imprudent Step, in this time of, 14 fery- and Danger, 
than chat of taking into your Boſom, Relations of their Ba- 
gaeity and unerring Iatelhgence. Their Eriendſhip may be 
gdvanta e449 you in your tuture Negotiations ; nay, it may 


of N 
be. gk 


RY by af Uſe to your Family, inſcaſe another Warmhould 
beak; gut before a, Regenerat ing 44 be obtained: And you 
gal igme flight Reafoos for apprehending that the preſent 
tuation of Affairs abroad do not promiſe laſting Peace to 

e GOuntrye oc mo nd i. rotor 909 11 
Theſe ol RomageFarues are more ſignificant Perſonages, 
Expreſſion, than probably you take 


E rs . : 5 Ws 
1 ===x them bor: A4arforio,: particularly, is detply skilled in the, 


Scjence ot ov reucbins; and expert in ferretting out the Se- 
crets:of-, the; Abingty-.he acts without. Salary Or Penſion, no 
Omtemptable Qualification, I aflure you in a Parcimonions 
Minib ration; and can inform you, mote truly, ot the Se- 
. Cers of Rem, than all that expenſive, walking Herd your 
. H meintains there at preſen t. 
_ _» myſt not cenclude without making ſpme Apology for your 
Fipſpan Marforio; for having revealed the Secrets of the late 
lediation, it being probable he may have ſet that my ſterious 
Fanſactien in another Ligbe, than lome ↄf the Family would: 
| haye it ſeen. Lou may be alto oſſended at him tor firipping- 
You ob4he- Glory of the preſent Pesce; but alas, Sir, your 
Coubn has done no more than the whole Wor:id, a tew ſta- 
_ Yoned, Pexſioners of your B . + rs excepted, have done before 
h m, A very little me muſt have publickly: deipoiled you of 
; your borrowed Hamurs and expoſed you and yours to the 
„% . òv % Ä ͤð_Jm— EDT. 
Has not than AMarſorio acted the Part of 2 Friend, in thus 
Ace a Fraud, that muſt have perpetuated the In- 
amy of your Houſe, it ſhe had any longer continued the 
Wear of e hid had no ſort of Claim to? Fame, tounded 
n Truth and Virtue, willi be more durable than either 
220% or Marble; but that ſupported only by Deception, Will 
quickly. ſade and vaniſh. Aſſume not therefore, Glories you 
ade no Title to; be contented: with that Portion of Fame your 
2d: dcquised at Paris, Soiſſons, and the Hague, and travel 
not now. in the Decline of your Years, farther than your, For 
tune inzitled: you, in the prime of your Youth. Should you at” 
tempt making the Experiment, youwill certainly become more 
nidicu lous than you are at preſent. A Peace and a Coronet you 
wanted, and a Peace you have, at leaſt ſor thę preſent; the Coronet 
may follow, dooner perhapt, than you ought to with it ſhould. 
Bleſs G:d forthe feaſonable Hoon, and envy not thoſe who had 
pracured it, the virtuous Glory due to their Labours. This is 
he whole ſome Advice of your Friend and faithful Servant, 
641 „ A' be Tranſlator. 


pleyed, like you, in 


Political Dialogues between the 
celebrated Statues of Paſquin 
and Marforio at Rome. 


DiaLoGvus I. 


Paſquin and Marforio. 


Marf. [rs 5 HAT do I behold, my poof} 
I batrered, old Friend, Paſ: 
of +. {PN uin, booted and ſpurred on 
JK the Eve of the great Feſtival 
ol the Nativity of the Bleſſed 
1 Saviour! One would think 
the Solemnity of the Feaſt, might induce a Chriſ- 
tian People to let thee be at reft on this joyful 
Night. Has our Pontiff then ſhook Hands with 
Calvin? Have our Cardinals ſubſcribed to the 
Doctrine of Geneva? Or have all our Romans 
bartered Infalibility for Private Judgment, that 
we ſee thee, Paſquin, thus ſervilely employed, at 
an Hour ſer apart by the Wy aa" 
IE | - zh 
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4 the Chords 1 of the Son of God ꝰ 


Well may the Enemies of our Holy Religion 


tax us with Hypocrify and Inconſiſtency of Wor- 


Mip, when they ſee 1o glaring an Inſtance of our 
Diſregard for the Omnipotent, Commiſerating 


Redeemer of Mankind; and that too, in the Spi- 


ritual Metropolis of the World, and under "che 
Noſe of Chriſt's Vicegerent on Earth. 

1 hope, my dear Paſquin, the . — Amade 
has not been ſeen in the Adriatick, and that 
thou are not carrying Orders for removing the 
immenſe Treaſure of Loretto, to a Place of greater 
Security, for fear of a Viſit from the unhallowed, 
Circumciſed Sons of Mabomet. I ſhould think no 
Errant of leſs Importance could warrant our Su- 
periors in ſuch a Breach of this annual Chriſtian 


Feſtival. As for thy Part, Paſquin, though thou 


haſt been a medſing, bufy Fellow in thy time, I 


do not think thou wouldeſt profane this Holy Hour, 


without abfolute Neceſſity, or abſolute Command. 
Prithee, whither art thou bound with that mon- 
ſtrous Packet in thy Hand ? 

Paſq. My old, Noſe-leſs Neifibour, 1 wit in- 


g dulge thy Curioſity for once, provided thou pro- 
miſe to keep the Secret, and become leſs Inqui- 
| fitive for the time to come. Thou haſt always 


been a prying, intriguing, jealous-pated, in- 


tricate Animal, who had often impoſed on my 


good Nature, and wreſted Secrets from me, under 


the Veils of Friendſhip and old: Acquaintance ; : 
which, in Honour, I otight not to have diſcovered, 


nor thou, in Honeſty, ought not to have revealed. 
Theſe falſe Steps, Marforio, haye brought both 
thee and me into great Contempt and Bifrepu- 


tation with the Sacred College; and, without 
doubt, have occaſioned the little Confidence re- 


poſed 1 in 0 by thoſe, impenetrable Sages, during 
the 


" © 
4 - 1 
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the late Commotions of Europe. It is true, I was 
ſomerimes emp oyed to carry Inſtrüctions to ſe- 
veral ! df Hur Nuncio's at 'the jaring Courts, and . 
had bfotght᷑ back their Diſpatebes to the Vatican; 
but I kneiv no more, all the while, of the Con- 
rents of hat. I ſo carefully delivered, than the 
Winds IL rid upon, or thee, Marfy, who hat hever 
ſtirred from off thy Foot-ftool. © And whit was 
this melancholy Diſtruſt owing to, think thee, 

but to the ill Uſe I had formerly mide of their - 
Covfidence, by revealing to thee Secrets which 

thou hadſt Wprudeny ridiculed, and 1 to 


ee Vulgar Herd. 
Hence flow all mympteſent Uneifineſs; leis 
comes it; my dear Friend, that I know: ſo very 
little of Püblick Affairs; nay, hence alſo it comes, 
that I am ignorant of theſe very Preliminary Ar- 
ticles juſt now put into my Hands by the Cardinal 
Secretary for Prince Corſiui at Naples : But what 
gives me greateſt Pain, is, that Ido not know how, | 
or by what' Means, this ſame Peace came to be 
_ patched up, "juſt when moſt People thought the 
Continuance of the War unavoidable. My Anxie- 
ty ſtill extereaſes, when I conſider” that I had not 
been able to ferret out even the Genuine Motives : 
of a War that had inflamed above two Thirds of 
Europe. "Theſe dreadful Calamities, my dear 
Friend, hang heavy upon me; Ar? thou knoweſt 
I ſubſiſt by Scandal and Intelligence; I I am 
loſt without the toothſome Food. 2 

Morf/ J am ſorry, my little Mereiindat Friend; 
to ſee the ſo out of Humour with thy ſelf and . 
me, for thy Ignorance of what paſſed fince, and 
ſome little time before the breaking out of the” 
late War: And though I am not a little pleaſed 
to ſee thee,” who had always valued thy felf for 
bong: let into all Secrets of 32 

| 2 | and 
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and mortified on this Occaſion ; yet, in Conſide- 


ration of thy former Services and Friendfhip 
ſor me, I promiſe to quiet thy Mind, and let 


thee into all the Secrets that relate to the Begin 
ing, Progreſs, and Ending of the late War: For 
I would have thee, my Political Courier, to know, 
that I have my Agents at all the Courts of Eu- 


rope, who inform me of the moſt Minute Tranſ- 


actions of the Cabinet, even that of the Princes 
differing from our Pontiff in Communion. 
In yajn dotheſe Sons of Luther and Calvin think 


| to carry on Schemes, or pretend to keep Secrets 


from me, though I never ſtir from this awful 


Situation: My Emiſſaries are every. where; and 


they are fupple, ſubtile Creatures, who penetrate 


into Actions the moſt Secret and Myſterious, with- 


out being known or perceived. I am amply in- 
formed this Month of the Tranſactions of the laſt 
all over Europe, and fo every alternate Month the 


whole. Year round. Count Oferman, uhither at 


St. Peteriburgę or Myſeo, neither ſends nor receives 


Diſpatehes Jam not made acquainted with; nor does 


he hold a Cabinet Council I do not know the 
Refult of. 1 am equally Maſter of what Prince 


Eagene and Count Zinzendof tranſact at Viema, 


Laxemburg, or La Favorita. Count Horn at Stock- 
bolm, does uot make a ſingle Propoſal to his new 
German Maſter (and many he has made to him of 
late Years). for encreaſing his Power, and cour- 
tailing that of his Subjects, but I am informed of 
in three Weeks time- I am, in lefs than a Fort- 
night, acquainted with what paſſes between ———- 


Bork, and his Pruſſian Majeity, whither the Con- 


verſation turns upon Methods for.. ſecuring the 


Reverſion of Juliers and Bergs, the annexing two 


neighbouring Duzchies. ro the Brandenburg Domi- 
nions, or to augmenting the Number of the terribly 


pacifick tall Grenadiers. My Informations from 
1, generally arrive as ſoon as thoſe from 
Berlin. I know to a Guinea, and often to a 
Crown Piece, the amount of the Sums that come 
by Bill of Exchange, and by the Dutch Traders 
from I to the Caſtle of R=; and 
the cautionary Orders from Baron Harwff to the 
Regency, are- no more Secrets to me, than to 
the Writer or Receivers of them, _ 
| My Advices from Holand come to me with 
greater Expedition; for in ten days I am made 
acquainted with the Schemes and deep laid De- 
figns of the O———ge Faction, and with the 
Jealouſies and Counter: Schemes of the Republicans 
in Power. In the ſame Number of Days, I am 
equally informed of the ſecret Cabals of a cer- 
tain awkward, heavy, ſlovenly, but afluming 
Equilibrift, in favour of à Stadtholder, and of 
his publick Profeſſions for ſupporting. the preſenc 
Form of Government againſt the open and ſecret 
Enemies of the States. I have been made acquaint- 
ed, in eight Days, with the Purport of that ſame 
half-fledged Policician's ſanguine and hoſtile Publick 
Aemoriali, and of his repeated Aſſurances in Pri- 
vate, that what he had done, was purely in Obe- 
dience to his Pacifick Brother, who wanted to be 
thought a mettled brisk Fellow upon his own 

Dung hil. N 3 
My Advices from a neighbouring Kingdom, 
have not, indeed, been with equal Celerity ; but 
this was more owing .to her inſular Situation; 
than to the ſupineſs of my Correſpondents, who, 
thank my Stars, are as regular as they are nu+ 
merous. For thou muſt know, my dear Paſquin, 
that the Inhabitants of that Hand are all Politi- 
cians, or at leaſt think themſelves ſo, which is 
pritty near the ſame thing, as to Self-content : 
8 B 3 Nay, 


T 
Nay, they conceit themſelves to be all Free too; 
but alas, their Politicks are as Immature as their 
Freedom is Chimericul. However, the Political 
Itch they have upon them, and the Ideal Freedom 
they enjoy, have been of ſingular Uſe to me in 
my Political Re-ſearches: For though my Intel- 
Tgence from that Quarter, has been, for the 
moſt Part, ſtuffed with Abſurdity and Inconſiſten- 
cy, yet, as my Experience in Buſineſs has been 
extraordinary; I have readily ſifted the Grain 
from the Chaff very much to my own Satisfaction, 
and the Emolument of the buſy World.” 
Whis Weſtern Cabinet has furniſhed me with 
more Variety, ſince the Memorable Miſſiſſipi Year, 
than alnioft all the other Cabinets of Europe put 
together; for the prime Director there, having 
ttaken it into his Noddle, that he was a'conſum- 
2 mate Stateſman, was willing, by a'gerieral con- 
98 tinued Negotiation, to oblige the World to think 
- im ſo too, He thought, no doubt, to ape the 
flamous Richelfeu, who recommends enfant ops. 
8 ciation: But alas, the puny, modern Copyiſt, deſti- 
tute of the Judgment and Sagacity of the Great 
Original, ſunk in the Ford the other had waded 
over with Honour to himſelf, and Advantage to 
his Country. Thou and I, Paſquin, remember 
the Imputations of Weakneſs and Puſillanimity 
Louis XIII. lay under, for ſuffering himſelf to 
be governed by Richelieu; but for my Part, I was 
then, as I am ſtill, of Opinion he was the wiſeſt 
Prince of his time. His Wiſdom was not only 
manifeſt in his Choice of a Miniſter, but in his 
Coniinuance of him after he had experienced his 
1 Integrity and Superior Abilities. Had the moſt 
8 Chriſtian Monarch, indeed, like ſome others, 
WE =. known to thee, Paſquin, and to me, found -him- , 
ſelf ſinking in the Eſteem of all his Neighbours, ' 
. and 
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and i in the Affections of his moſt faithful Subject, 


| from the Influence of his Miniſter, and continued 
his Protection to him; Iſay, had this been Lowis's 


Caſe, I ſhauld have joined in the Cry againſt him, 
and dubb'd him a weak and obſtinate King. — 


But whither am I launching, I ſhould remember 


that the Livirg often take Offence at Encomiums 
beſtowed on the Dead, and that Crowned Heads 
look upon Parallel-Makers with jealous Eyes. 

I perceive thy Impatience, Paſquin, to acquit 


thy ſelf of the Truſt repoſed in thee. Gothen, 
and be ſure to behave 705 ſelf with the moſt cau- 


tious Impartiality at the Court of Naples ; for 
new Kings, and thoſe enjoying Crowns in virtue 
of popular and precarious Tenures, are generally 


ſevere, jealous, and ſuſpicious. They are uneaſy 


to themſelves, and not leſs ſo to their Subjects. 


The Maſs of the People are prone to change and 


love Variety; but they are ſoon brought to a 
Senſe of their Iutereſt and Miſtake, when a new 


King liſtens to the pernicious Council of thoſe about 
him, who adviſe him rather to found his Safety 


in Power, than in the Affections of the Multitude. 


Our old Friend Machiavel, and the reſt of his 


over-refined Brethren, have becn too warm in 
their Recommendation of the Uſe of Force in 
Government; but Experience has given them the 
Lye, and may convince Princes, that the Affections 
of the Subject are better Securities than Axes, 
Gibbets, Gallies, Priſons, National Debts, Armies 


or Fleets. 
Be wiſe, Paſquin, and chatter not of the Vir- 


tues of the late Poſſeſſor of the Sicihan Throne. 
Panygerick on a late Occupier, is Poiſon to the 


Ear of an actual Poſſeſſor. Be prudent, I ſay, 
my little active Friend, raiſe thy ſelf no Enemies 


by being Satyrical or the preſent Reig on, or laviſh 
B 4 of 


Eſtates, 


? _- 
of thy Engomiums on the late ; they are equally 


mighteſt have formerly contracted: with thoſe in 
Power at the preſent Neopolitan Court, They 
vill deceive thee ; for they ſapport themſelves by 


ſubſiſt by Falſhood, ingroſs Power and raiſe 
by keeping their Maſter in fatal Igno- 
rance and Miſtake: He, indeed, is young and 


the Prince of his moſt faithful Subject. They 


unexperienced, and fo far is to be pitied ; but 
there are Princes, my dear Paſquin, from whoſe 


and good Senſe, who ſuffer themſelves to be hood- 
winked, and led by the moſt abandon d of Men. 
Their Fall, whenever it happens, will be as un- 


pitied by the Wiſe and Virtuous, as their Perſons 


are now deſpiſed and contemned. Power and 
Force may preſerve them for a Time, precarious 
Comfort! But certain Ruin muſt inevitably be 
the Lott of thoſe who loſe the Hearts of their 
People, which never fails to happen from the 


* «- - 


Continuance of coerſive Meaſures. _ 
1 have known, in my time, many of thoſe de- 


luded Princes, who pinned their Safety to the 


Sleeves of a ſmall Party, formed for his own - 
immediate Safety, by a Bold and Power-graſping 
Under- Agent ; but I have always obſerved, they 
were as unfortunnte as they were weak and un- 


wiſe. And I have obſerved alſo, that for the 
moſt part, Avarice, that Root of all Evil, was 


the Magnet which drew all their Calamities upon 


them. This Paſſion, of all thoſe Human Nature 
is liable to, is never ſatiated. It grows up with 
Man as he advances into Years, and bloſſoms in 


old Age, when all his other Paſſions ſubſide and 


wither, Cruel Companion, which ingroſles No 
N 5 Soul 


iving an ill Impreſſion to 


urſe in the Store of Heaven; he does not only 
| plunder himſelf, but protects the Plunderers of his 
*ople ; he chuſes his Favourites from amongſt the 
Corrupt and Vicious, and they riſe or fink in 
his Efteem, in Proportion to their Skill in fleecing 
the Saur and Aſſiduity in filling his Coffer. 
His Councils and his Senates meet hut to gra- 
tify his Minion Paſſion; his Treaties and Alliances 
are calculated to give Colour ſor Oppreſſion, and 
his Truces are as burthenſome to his Subjects, as 
the Wars of his Predeceſſors. All his thoughts, 
all his Actions tend ta the Accumulation of Wealt 
and though he himſelf be the greateſt Oeconamiſt 
in his Dominions, he encourages Profuſion and 
Luxury in others, for the Advancement of his 
Revenues, or for Purpoſes leſs Juſtifiable. 
But I ſhould remember, my good Paſquiz, that 
vou have a long Journey to make: I am fo out 
of Humour at the Vice and Corruption of the 
preſent Age, that I looſe all my Patience, and for- 
get that thou art naturally an Enemy to long- 
winded Harangues. Fly then my Friend, and 
bring us glad Tidings from the Shrine of St - 
Janvier, that great worker of Miracles. At b 
thy Return I will keep my Promiſe with thee, 
and ſatiate thy Curioſity as to the Publick Affairs. 
But what do I fee, Signior C——, the Apoſtolick 
Cabinet Courier in full ſpeed bound for Naples. 
Thou mayeſt, my little Mercum, entruſt him with 
thy Diſpatches, or accompany him in his Journey: | 
| aſe. 
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va. 1 wall take thy. firſt Advice, Marforio, bor 
thou haft given me 'a Surfeit of the young Mo- 
narch's Court; I have no Stomach for the Air 
of Sicily or Spain, which my. natural freedom of 
Speech might probably oblige me to breathe, if 
I ſhould” once ſet my Foot within the reach of 
the Stripling Don's Power. No, no, I am an 

Enemy to Reftraint ; Freedom is my Birth-right ; £ 
1 have: enjoyed it for many Centuries in ſpite | 
of the 1:quifition; I preſerved it during the Pon- 
tificate of Sixtus V. himſelf, and T am reſolved 
Hot to part with it -whilft che leaſt Traces of the 
Cheſil remain on my furrow' d Forehead. Li- 
berty, my dear Marforio, is the greateſt Bleſſing 
Heaven can beſtow ; ſhe was given Man for a 
Completion of his Terreftial Happineſs, and is it 
not amazing he ſhould, part with the glorious 
Blifs, for the Geugaws and Smiles of the Ambi- 
- ious ! How divinely bright, my old Friend, did 
this lovely Goddeſs ſhine here in the Infancy of 
this Auguſt Place of our Birth; how received 
and adored was ſhe, before curſed Ambition, 
Craft, and Intrigue drove her to the bleak Re- 
gions of the North and Weſt! — You, my dear 
Marforio, and my ſelf, have been, for Apes, the 
only Harbingers of the Dirinity in Rome, thanks 
be to the Envy and Malice of the abject Slaves 


around wn 
Marf. Alas, my good Paſquin, the Freedom 
we enjoy deſerves not the Name of Liberty; 
we harbour not the Deity but by ſtealth and in 
the Dark; we are not permitted to entertain 
her by the Light of the Sun, nor to treat her 
without Reſtraint. We are narrowly obſerved by 
| 1 Officers of the Holy Office on one Hand, and 
by the Civil Magiſtrate on the othef; our Som- 


ils * be in the General ; the Liberty of 
| | arraigaing 
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arraigning Particulars,” or pointing out the Vices 
and Crimes of Individuals is not allowed us. 
Wieie are obliged to deal in Fable and Alluſion only, 
and even theſe are often ſtrained, tortured, and 
conſtrued to our Deſtruction, by fore venal, ab- 
ject Slave cloathed in Farr, deeply skilled in the 
Doctrine of lnuendo. If we ſpeak to be under- 
ſtood, we are torn to Pieces by the Harpies of 
Lawleſs Power; and if we veil our Thoughts 
with Allegory, the groſs of the People ſee not 
our Meaning till their Properties are "invaded, 
and their Freedom be loft beyond Reſource. 
Talk not then, my old Achrlatbants) of 'Liber= 
ty in Rome; ſhe has no Manſion here; that Li- 
berty you fo much brag of, that Phantome you 
and I enjoy, is but the Shadow of the Goddeſs. 
I do agree; Paſquin, that Liberty took her ſlight 
to the North and Weſt after ſhe quitted Italy; 
but alas! Her Stay in thoſe boiſtrous Climates 
was not of long duration. Folly, Craft, and 
fell Ambition, forced her epo the Line, to 
ſome barren Soil not worth the Care or Con- 
tenſion of the Proud and Vicious. The fair 
Nymph had a Temple erected to her in Hungary, 
and another in Bohemia, but Ambition, my Friend, 
had long ſince drove her thence. She was for 
| ſome time alſo, revered in Germany, but there 
remain no Footſteps of the Deity there at pre- 
ſent. I once thought her abode in Denmark 
and Sweden would have been of duration, but 
thou ſeeſt I was miſtaken; there is not a Trace 
of the Goddeſs to be found in the firſt, and 
what appears of her in the other, is mere Tinſel 
and Outſide. A few laviſh Subjects i in this laſt, 
to gratify private Avarice and Ambition, have 
fettered the fair Maid, and delivered her in that 
Condition to their Foreign Maſter, to be diſpoſed 


of 
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of at bis Pleaſure. The Seals bod been ba: 
niſhed the wide extended Ruſſian Empire for Ages, 
and her Shrines in Poland, the only Kingdom in 
the North, where ſhe had. been longeſt adored, are 
now ſcarcely. ceivable. F——— II. untiled 
ber Temples there, about thirty Years ago, and 
It is probable, his Son will throw down. the Walls, 
and as Troy was ſerved of old, Gow When: or fate 
where the bright Fabrick ſtood. 
Should we ſeek the Goddeſs Weltward, we 
ſhall fill find her Track covered over with the 
Duſt of Power and Corruption. As ſhe had al- 
ways delighted moſt to breathe the freer Air of 
Commanwealths, one would think ſhe might be 
be found in that of Holland; but Faſlure thee, 
my. dear Paſqrin, the real Goddeſs is long ſince 
. flown from thence, and left only a falſe Damon 
behind her, artired in her refulgent Robes. The 
Groſs of the Dutch, like the Malkinade'os Vareg 
are Slaves, abject Slaves, with this Difference, 
that here the Tyrants are Hereditary, and there 
they: are durante. vita only. Would you believe 
it Paſguin, that there are at this very time, 4 
very. few in Holland, not above fix in Number, 
who govern as abſolutely all the Seven Provinces, 
as ever. Lows XIV. did the Kingdom of France. 
Believe me there are; the Conduct of the States 
the late War, confirms to. a Demonſtra- 
tion, what I have ſaid concerning the Power and 
Influence of theſe few. Wars and Confuſions 
naturally rouze the Multitude to an exertion of 
their Freedom; the War of 1672, ſtripped the 
De Witt. of their Influence and their Lives into 
the Bargain. The preſent Dutch Difators are 
wiſe from. Example, and have and will, I dare 


Anſwer for it, go into no Meaſures that ſhall 
endanger 


# 


that 
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endeanger their own Influence, let the Conſe- 
quence to the Commonwealth be never ſo fatal. 
I I ſhall not trouble thee, Paſquin, with a Re- 
lation of the preſent State of. Liberty. in France, 
Spain, and Portugal, becauſe thou well knoweſt 
Members of the Sacred College had quite 
baniſhed mg rar” _ Firſt, ae r 
Beginning of the la ry; and as to the 
—— Southern Kingdoms, where the {uquife= 
tion continues its priſtin Force and Vigour, you 
know too much of that awful Judicature, to ex- 
pe& that fair Liberty ſhould be worſhipped wich- 
in the Extent of its Juriſdiction. 


| Paſq. Art thou tired already Marforio, of fols 


lowing the Goddeſs from Region to Region in 
yain; if thou art ſo ſoon out of Breath, thou 
wilt never be able to perform thy Promiſe to me 
concerning the Origin, Progreſs, and Exit of 
the late War. I am much afraid, my antique 
Neighbour, thy Memory fails thee, as much, or 
more, than thy Lungs; for what elſe, but the 
want' of Memory or Malice, could have induced 
thee to beat up for the Milk-white Hind every 
where but juſt where thou wert morally ſure to 
find her. Methinks a quick-ſcented Political- 
Beagle as thou art reputed to be, would have 
' ſmelt out the Divine Game during thy Stay, ſhore 
as it was, either in Holland or France: But per- 
haps the ſqueamiſnneſs of thy Stomach, and the 
cowardlineſs of thy Heart, would not permit thee, 
my old, but Freſn- water Friend, to venture thy 
ſhattered Carcaſs on the falt, faichleſs Deep, in 
queſt of the lovely Wanderer. Be ingenious with. 
me, Marforio, and tell me why thou didft not 
ſeek out the Goddeſs in the fair Fields of Britain, 
where her Temples are ſaid to be crowded with 
Votaries ſuperlatively happy. Fe 


— 
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Ma. The Britons; my dear Pa ſquin, were they 
all of the ſame Opinion concerning the preſent 
State of their Freedom, as they are not; would 
not be the only People in the World that had 
thought themſelves Free without being- really ſo. 
Our own Countrymen, a very few: virtuous Pa- 
triots excepted, had br ed of their Freedom 
during the e that Monſter Se- 
Janus, though the whole World, beſides'themſelves; 
ſaw they were the moſt ; abject Slaves under the 
Sun. The: Word Liberty, it is true, was in the 
Mouths of all our grave Senators; and the Capitol 
ecchoed the glorious Sound; but alas „Eccho and gf 
Sound were all the deluded au; were poſſefled | 
of in thoſe unhappy Days. Julius and Auguſtus had 
artfully grafted Irreligiob, Luxury, and worſe, 
Corruption on fair Freedom's Tree, which Sejanus, 
under the Shadow of Tiberius Power, had ſo 
ftudiouſly dreſſed and pruned, that the poiſonous 
Branches ſoon-reached the Skies, arid ſhaded: the 
whole Empire. The, old + Trunk remained, it is, 
true; but ſo whithered and ſhrivelled, that it 
ſtood quite neglected, ty liilſt univerſal Adoration 
was paid the baleful Head. All the Actions of 
that wicked Miniſter: had the Sanction of the 
Senate ; but how was that awful Sanction obtained? 
Wilt thou ſay that dread of his Power and Cor- 
ruption have had no Share in the ſervile Conde- 
ſcention of that once Auguſt Aſſembly, or that 
a People can be called Free, that have their Li- 
berties and Properties bartered away for the 
Gold and Smiles. of a owertul 5 MET Fellow- 
Subject. 3461} . 
No, my dear Paſfus, Servitnde is Aill Ser- 
vitude, whether it be dealt out by one or many 
Hands; it is not one whit the more palatable for 


being ee up by the concurrent Aſſent of 
many; 
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many ; I ſhould rather thinkit leſs loathſome when ĩit 
is ſerved up by ſingle than by a complicated Power, 
becauſe the probabilit 1 of its Duration, under the 
Direction of ſingle Tyranny, is not ſo ſtrong IS 
when it is countenanced and ſupported by a Pen- 
fioned Herd. "The Multitude become much ſooner 
jealous of the Attempts of an Individual than of 
the more ſpecious Attacks of Numbers, patticu- 
larly when theſe laſt have the Art to gild over 
their Deſigns with Patriotiſm and publick Good, 

in which they ſeldom are wanting. — Doeft thou 
think, Paſquin, the old Romans, debaſed as they 
were, would have fo tamely and fo long bore the 
Weight of Sejanus's Yoke, if their ſuppoſed Guars 


dians, the Senate, had not e all the Acts 


of his. Power. Not at all, my dear Friend, the 
Continuance of his Influence and Wickedneſs was 
| ſolely owing to that ingrafted Veneration which 
our Anceſtors -bore to every thing that had Sena- 
torial Sanction. They vainly imagined, for - 
while, thoſe Overſeers of their Liberties not to have 
been ſuſceptable of Corruption, nor capable of 
betraying the Confidence repoſed in them. They 
were weak enough to imagine, theſe Pillars of 
their Freedom would not have put up the Liberties 
of the Community, with which their own and that 
of Poſterity were blended, to publick Sale ; they 
could not be perſuaded, that the venerable Fathers 
of their Country would have bowed their Necks 
for preſent Sordid Gain, to be trod upon by a Wick- 
ed, Ambitious, Muſhroom Miniſter, whoſe Vanity 
and Corruption were as notorious as his want of 
Skill and Ability for the Truſt repoſed in him 
by his partial Maſter, was conſpicuous. 

But we now know, Paſquin, that our Anceſtors, 
wiſe and jealous of their Freedom, as the World 
took them to be, were miſtaken, moſt groſly 
N miſtaken, 


Work of Ages. The 
the Venality of Natienal Aſſemblies; Modern 
Hiſtory furniſhes many Examples of the ſame na- 


RE: 


miſtaken; We know that they were betray'd by 


| their Guardians, and that Publick Veneration for 
the Acts of the Senate had brought about, at laſt, 
the Privation of that Liberty 7 which had been the 


Glory as well as 5 the Antitnts, and the 
| ecords of Antiquity are 
Full of the bad Conſequences that had attended 


ture, and it is now no Secret that all the preſent 


|  Deſpotick Power of Europe is founded on the Cor- 
ruption of thoſe that were bound as well in Duty 
as in Intereſt to ſtand in the way of Lawleſs and 
Arbitrary Force —But to 
of the preſent State of Li | 
you ſeem to think the lovely Virgin Reighs with 


give you my Thoughts 
erty in Britain, Where 
uncontrouled Authority. 8 
In my Enquiry after the bright Deity, I own I 
purpoſely avoided ſeeking her amongft a People to 
whom my Countrymen here at Rome are more ob- 
liged than to any other Nation in Europe. I was 
unwilling to differ in Opinion, as I muſt have done, 
if I did not differ from e from à People that 

d annually ſo much of ther Mealih amongſt the 


abject Slaves of ah. They are a proud haughty 
Nation, that do not eaſily brook Contradiction 
from any Foreigners, but thoſe that- eat of their 
Manna, and drink of their Nectar within the 
' Bounds of their own four narrow Seas. But fince 


require it, Paſquin, 1 ſhall trace out, in the 


vou 
beſt manner IT am a le, the Footſteps of Liberty | 


amongſt a People, that will not allow any of their 
Neighbours on the Continent to have any ſort of 


 Acquaintance with her; but I muſt tell thee before- 


hand, that the Undertaking will very likely be 


attended with Baniſhment, from amongft them, 


of our beloved Farionelhi, aud all our other whi t- 
| Ing 


ling and fiddling Country Men and Women, who 
long have, and now do, raiſe handſome Eſtates by 
the Courteſy and Curioſity of theſe Weſtern na- 
morato's of F——e Freedom, and Novelty.— I 
| Tee thee reſolved to ſatiate thy Curioſity, at any 
Hazard, and therefore thus begin . 
If real Liberty conſiſted in the variety of Religious 
Worſhip, and in unbounded Licentiouſneſs of 
Writing and Speaking, the Britons may be ſaid to 
1njoy the Divine Bleſſing in higher Perfection than 
even our own Anceſtors, from the expulſion of the 
Tarquins to the Dictatorſhip of Julius. But as 1 
am of Opinion, that there are very many other 
more valuable Ingredients neceſſary, towards the 
Compoſition of what I underſtand by real Freedom, 
I cannot help deſſenting from thoſe who imagine 
the ſolid Bleſſing is now to be found in that once 
happy and. „ / . GL 
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Paſquin. I cannot doubt, Marforio, of the 
Truth of thy Account of the preſent Freedoms of a 
People you ſeem to be intimately acquainted with, 
and I own myſelf much obliged to thee, for ſetting 
me right, as to the Nature of their Government 
and Conſtitution, which I confeſs to have always, 
before now, ſeen in quite another Light than thou 

haſt put them into. I imagined. the Genius of antient 
Rome had been tranſplanted to the fair and, and 
that all her happy Inhabitants breathed Conſular 
Air. But I ſee my Error, and amnowconvinced,that 
ſomewhat more than empty Sound, Tumult, Free- 
dom of Tongue and Pen is required to conſtitute real 
ſpotleſs Liberty. I ſee the Difference between ſub- 
ſtantial and imaginary Happineſs, and eaſily per- 
ceive how ſucceſsfully Art and Ambition may be 

iT C employed 
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employed, amongſt a People that are incapable of 


diſtinguiſhing the Subſtance from the Shadow. I 


ſee alſo, that a People may be aeceſſary to their 
own Incapacity of diſtinguiſbing, and that no Incapa- 


city is fo ſhameful and dangerous as that rooted in 

Corruption, and ſupported by Luxury. But how, 
my good Friend, do the Vices of diſtant Nations 
aftect either thee or me, whoſe Influence is con- 
fined within the narrow Limits of theſe old Walls. 


Let our Endeavours be to combat Religious Cor- 
ruption here at home, and prevent the Fiend from 


ſeizing upon the Vatican; as for the Sons and 


Daughters of the Northand et, let them barter their 
precious Jewels away for CHhaff, forget their own 
virtuous Azceſtors, and diſregard Poſterity as much 


as they pleaſe; It matters not, old Paſquin, — — 


Prepare thy ſelf Marforio, to ſatisfy the further 
Curioſity of they old Acquaintance in relation to 
the late War; I ſhall lend thee my Ear as ſoon as 
the ſable Curtains of to-morrow's Night are drawn 
between Mortal Eyes and the bright Rays of the 
God of Day.—Adieu old Block, Adieu. 


FF 
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Mary. 1 order, Paſquin, to give thee a true Idea 
als of the Origin of the late War, I muſt be at 


the Pains of leading thee back as far as the Year 


1688: For, except I refreſh thy Memory with a 
few curſory Obſervations on many Tranſactions of 


Moment, antecedent to the War under our prefent 


Conſideration, I ſhall find it difficult to bring thee 
to a perfect Acquaintance with the genuine Springs, 
that had ſet the hoſtile Machine in Motions. 


Free 
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Paſq. I preſume, Marforio, by thy Exordium, and 
thy Air, that thou art inclined to ſift this Matter 
to the Bottom, and that I may not be tempted to 
give thee any Interruption in thy Narrative, I be- 
ech thee, to indulge my Curioſity in Relation to 
one Trivial Point, before thou groweſt to ſerious 
for impertinent Inquiries. I ſhould be glad to be 
informed by thee, why our Roman Political Niblers 
had beſtowed the Epithet of Female .on the War 
then art about to diſcuſs : I cannot, for my Life, 
conceive, how eur Virtuoſos could take it into 
their Heads to Impute to the fair Sex, a War that 
has been carried on with ſuch Male Fury and D 
ftrucion- wa had as ee 
 Mafxf. If we. view the late War in a certain im- 
mediate Light, we ſhall be apt to agree with thoſe, 
that impute it to the Caprice and Ambition of the 
Fairer Part of the Creation; but for my own Part, 
that have regularly and impartialy traced this 
Matter as far as it will go, I am ſteadfaſtly of 
Opinion, that the War in Queſtion took its Riſe 
ſolely from Maſculine Ambition, and Luſt of Power. 
Iwill not however deny, but that the Fair have 
aided in the Support of it; nor will I altogether 
refuſe them their Share of the Glory of putting 

an End to it. | 
Thoſe who ignorantly have beſtowed the Appel- 
lation of Female on the late War, argue, that it had 
owed its Being to the Vanity of a certain great 
Queen, who would inflame the World, that her 
more peaceable Sire might have a Chance, during 
the general Confuſion, of ſeizing upon real Royal- 
ty, and dropping the imaginary One he had long 
poſſeſſed with great Self- content and Satisfaction. 
They tell you further, this Fair Incendiary took 
to her Aid a neighbouring Heroine, famed through- 


out Europe, as well for Female Fortitude and 
2 Martial 
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Martial Exploits, as for unbounded Ambition 
and inordinate Thirſt of Power. They ſtrengthen 
their Argument by aſſerting, that a certain power- 
ful Northern Amazon, jealous of Fame, and think- 
ing her Glory would be eclipſed by the Proweſs 
of the Southern Ladies, inſpired a certain neigh- 
bouring Dutcheſs with the Thoughts of a Croum. 
This laſt, they fay, ſo effectually wrought on the 
Eafineſs of her more inactive Husband's Temper, 
that he became Competitor for the Crown that had 
been deſigned, by his Royal Daughter, for the 
Reſigned Prince made mention of above. The 
Conteſt now, they ſay, became equal, as to Num- 
ber, two and two of a Side; but as the Heroines 
of the Sou abounded much more in Wealth, the 
Sinues of War, than thoſe of the North; theſe 
laſt implored the Aſſiſtance of a very great Lady, 
ſituated between the Contending Parties. 
This Fair One, whoſe Tranſcendent Beauty 
had long, and ſtill does captivate the Heart of 
her indulgent Lor, perſuaded him that the fu- 
ture Settlement and Proſperity of his Daughters, 
depended en his making a right Uſe of the Fe- 
male Contention already. ſet on Foot. He took 
the ſage Advice of his Adinerva in Support of the 
Northern Laſſes. The Match was now become 
unequal, as to Numbers at leaſt, and therefore it 
was judged Neceſſary by the Southerns, to call in 
2 Third to their Aid. They fixed their Eyes on 
4 certain German Princeſs, married to an Zatian 
Prince, poſſeſſed of narrow Hereditary Dominions, 
and à late acquired empty Title. This eaſy, 
good-natured Princeſs, who is now no more, boyed 
up with the Hopes of large, rich, additional Do- 
minions and ſubſtantial Titles, was eaſily gained 
upon to-perfuade the Gallant Partner of her Bed, 
to join and head his Forces in Behalf of injured 
ä Merit 
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Merit. Her Solicitations were Succeſsful, and 

here again the Conteſt, as to Numbers, became 
equal a ſecond Time; but ſuperior Wealth and 
Force was ſtill on the Side of the Southern Fair. 
To remedy this Evil, the Amazons of the North 
earneſtly beſought the Aid of a great Lady in the 
Weſt, Wealthy and Powerful, both by Sea and Land. 
There had been formerly a very good Under- 
ſtanding and great Intimacy between them and 
Her, and they hoped that the Change of her For- 
tune would have made no Alteration in her 

Friendſhip. ; they were acquainted with her un- 
hmitted Power ſhe- exerciſed over her L—d, and 
did not doubt ſhe might, if ſhe pleaſed, engage 
him to eſpouſe their Quarrel. They made it ap- 
pear to her, to a Demonſtration, that their In- 
tereſt and her own were inſeparable, and that 
their Deſtruction would bring certain Ruin upon 
her own Family. | | 1557110 
The Southern Ladies, on the other Hand, were 
not wanting in their Inportunities with the Power- 
ful Heroine of the Weſt. They repreſented to 
her, that as ſne was intirely unconcerned in the 
Cauſe of the War, ſhe. was bound in Juſtice not 
to become a Party; that for their Parts, all they 
required at her Hands, was an exact Neutrality; 
but gave her to underſtand withal, that they 
would let fall the whole Weight of their Power 
upon Her and Hers, if ſhe ſupported either 
avowedly or otherwiſe, the Ladies in Arms againſt 
them. Now, whither the wealthy Weſtern Lady 
was intimidated on one Hand, or was of Opinion 
on the other, that ſhe might more «/efully employ 
her Time and her Talents in time of Peace, than 
that of War and Confuſion, I cannot ſay ; but 
certain it is, that ſhe ſtood with her Hands acroſs 


all the time the Female Conteſt laſted. It is 
7 C 3 ö thought, 
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thought, I know, by ſome, that ſhe muſt have 
been obliged to take Share in the Quarrel, if it 
had laſted another Year. But I en 'myſelf to 
be of a different Opinion, for Reaſons I may 
hereafter explain to thee, Paſquin. The ſame Mo- 
tives which had withheld Her from Aiding her old 
Friends in the Beginning, would, in all Likelihood, 
withhold Her to the End; for as the Fair are more 
beautiful than the other Sex, fo are they known 
to be much more fixed and determined in the Pur- 
ſuit of certain Favourite Objefts. ' © 
Thus, Paſquin,' do thoſe ſuperficial Speculatiſts, 
who have diſtinguiſhed the late, by the Name of 
I Female War; endeavour to juſtify themſelves ; but 
B in my Opinion, they have miſtaken the whole 
1 Matter, and falſly impute to Female Ambitious 
Practices, what I hope to be able to ſne thee to 
have been founded on the moſt refined Politicks of 
the other more dangerous and more deſigning Sex. 
The Princes of Europe being juſtly alarmed at 
the growing formidable Power of Fance, had long 
mediated a ſtrict Union amongſt themſelves, in 
order to curb the Haughtineſs of Louis XIV. who 
had made large Strides towards Univerſal Monar- 
chy: But as Numbers ſeldom are known to unite, 
ſo as to act with Vigour, it was ſome time before 
this neceſſary Alliance could be perfectly Cemented. 
Nor do I think it could ever have been brought 
about, had not Chance, more than any Thing elſe, 
Teated William Prince of Orange, on the Britiſh 
Throne in 1688. I ſhall not enter into the Me- 
Tits of that great Revolution; nor ſay what I 
may think concerning the Juftice or Injuſtice of 
it; nor ſhall I, in this Place, commend or diſ- 
approve of the Means by which that Change was 
brought about; I ſhall leave this Task to thoſe more 
immediately concerned in the Conſequences of it- 
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But I will ſay, that King Milliam's natural Aver“ 
ſion to the Perſon of Louis XIV. was the Founda- 
tion and Support of the two great Alliances formed 
againſt France, in 1689 and 1701. For though the 
War of 1702 had been carried on by William's Suc- 
ceſſor, it is certain, the Baſis of it had been laid 
by Him. | ets e ; 8 

King Miliam, though born a Subject, had a 
Soul ambitious and fitted for Empires and great 
Actions; War was his Delight, and the Attempts 
of Louis XIV. upon his native Country, furniſhed 
him with Opportunities of gratifying his Favourite 
Paſſion. His Thirſt of Martial Glory continued 
upon him after the Confuſions of his Country 
ceaſed, which the wiſer Part of his Countrymen 
perceiving, they projected a Method of gratify- 
ing him without much Expence to his Parent Soil. 
The Diſt ractions which Liberty had wrought in 
Britain, about that time, paved the Way, and 
gave the Dutch an Opportunity of fhifting the 
Burthen from themſelves, and ſaddling it upon 
their Neighbours. Theſe laſt: received the Deli- 
very with' open Arms, and willingly embraced the 
Alternatives of Wars, Want, Taxes, and loſs of 
Trade; for Peace and Plenty ; imagining, without 
Doubt, to have precious Freedom thrown into the 
Bargain, as an equivalent, But, my Paſquin, here 
theme , 8 
e ee & ,, S 2. 
Well, the Dutch had parted with their Martial 
Subject; the Britom had Poſſeſſion of him and of 
the Liberty imported along with him, and ever 
ſince took into their Heads to lead Fance a weary 
Life. It fell out, however, that their Enmity to 
Fance proved of ſingular Advantage to her; for 
this new Monarch was conſtantly as unſucceſsful in 
the Field, as he was outwitted in the Cabinet. His 
e C 4 Engagements 


LS 
Engagements with the French Forces in the Wars 
of 1672 and 1689, confirm the one, and the Treaty 
of Partition proves the other to a Demonſtration. 
But what ſignify, my good old Friend, Loſſes and 

National Diſadvantages, when a People think, 
they enjoy fair Liberty in Exchange; the Bleſſing 
cannot be purchaſed at too dear a RatweQ.. 
The Britons were taught the Art of War; they 

were inſpired with Love of Danger, with Neglect 
of Induſtry, and with the ſame A erſion to Louis 
XIV. with which their great Leader was born. 
They gave into all the Views of their Prince, and 
moſt willingly ſacrificed their Lives and Fortunes 
in the Maintenance of the Freedom he had reſcued, - 
and to curb their Gallick Enemy. Louis, though 
ſeconded by Fortune, in his Encounters with this 
Nation of Heroes, yet as he found them bent upon 


„ 


his Downfal, and determined to hazard their A4 


in their Attempt, he wiſely gave them a Truce, for 
a Peace it cannot be called, that they might have 
the greater Leiſure to enter into themſelves, and 
coolly diſtinguiſn between their real and imaginary 
Imereſt. For, whatever Views Louis had on the Do- 
minions of ſome of his Neighbours on the Conti- 
nent, he had none to the immediate Diſadvantage 
of Britain: He had real good Wiſhes for her Sons, 
and however greatly diſguſted he had been at her 
Monarch, for his avowed Averſion to him, yet he 
had no Intention of chaſtizing the People any far- 
ther than. prudential Self. ſegurity required it. 
But the Blood of Britain had ben artfully put into 
a Ferment, and there was no perſuading her Heroes 
that the Truce or Peace of Ryſwicł had been founded 
on the Caurteſy and good Nature of their French 
Neighbour. VFC 
© Lonisfaw with Regret, the growing Inveteracy 
of theſe Ilanders, and was willing to Arm himſelf 
againlt 


„ | 
againſt the Fury of a People that panted for an 
Opportunity. of falling upon his Skirts. He fore- 
ſaw that a Nation rather grown deſperate than 
wiſe by Experience, would ſpend every Ragg of 
their Wealth to put him down; therefore pru- 
dently ſet about ſtrengthning himſelf againſt the 
Day of Danger. And as Treaſure was like to 
be his beſt Support againſt the Attacks of a People 
grown wanton with the Bleſſings of Wealth and 
Peace, for the War of 1689 had not quite 
emptied their Purſes, he reſolved to make him- 
ſelf Maſter of the Mines of Mexico and Peru. 
He had, indeed, the beſt Right to them of any 
Man living, after the Death of the Prince in 
Poſſeſſion, ho happened, about that time, to be 
in a very declining State of Health. But being 
ſenſible that his Title, juſt as it was, would meet 
with Univerſal Oppoſition, he reſolved, if poſſible, 
to compaſs that by Art and Stratagem, which it 
would be Difficult to attain by open Force and 
It. muſt be owned, Paſquin, that Louis was a 
great Adept in the Art of Diſſimulation, and that 
no Man of his Time, knew better than himſelf, 
how to make Court to the Paſſions of his Co- 
temporaries. The Britons were to be laid aſleep 
before he could think of putting his great Deſign 
in Execution; but how to bring the Lethargy 
upon a bold, watchful, jealous, revengeful People, 
was the Difficulty. A Lucky Incident, however, 
ſoon removed the Intricacies Louis had formed to 
himſelf. It was this: ee 
A Dutehman, in the higheft Favour with King 
William, was honoured with an Embaſſy to France 
on the Concluſion of the Treaty of Ryſwick. His 
Indulgent Maſter's Coffers were open to this Mi- 
nion, and his Appearance at the French Court was 
as 


* 


Fr 


as ſplendid and ſumptuous, as his Mafter was 


kind and liberal to him. Louis, who was no Stran- 
ger to the Hollander s Aſcendant over his Maſter, 
ſne wed him uncommon. Honours, and played ſo 


effectually upon his Paſſions, that he ſoon moulded 


him to his Intereſt, Here were the firſt Stones 
of the famous Partition Treaty laid in Golden Sand. 
The Tinſel Fabrick was ſoon after brought to 


Perfection with the Concurrence of a few Britons 


only, that probably had been Practiced upon 
by Louis, as the careſſed Ambaſſador had been at 


 Perſailles before. 


It was ſtipulated, that the Treaty ſhould be 
a Secret till after the Deceaſe of Charles II. of 


Sam; but Secreſy would not anſwer the Purpoſes 


of the Freuch Court. It was no ſooner ratified 


'than' it was produced to the Janguiſhing Monarch, 
who, enraged, that thoſe he had taken into his 
Boſome, had taken upon them to ſever and diſpoſe 
of his Eftate without his Privity and Conſent, de- 


termined to bequeath his Monarchy, whole and 
intire, to his next of Rin. 925 | 
King William, conſcious of his Miſtake, moves 


Heaven and Earth to be Revenged of Louis, who 
in reallity, merited his Reſentment much leſs than 


his own Dutch Favourite who had led him into the 
Snare; and yet this Minion was untouched, and 
as much a Favourite after as before. This ſhews 


thee, my Paſquin, that Princes have their Fuibles 


as well as other Men. The Blood df Britain is 
now to be ſpilt, her Treaſures to be exhauſted, 
and her Induſtry to be depreſſed, to rectify 


Miſtakes owing to the Influence, and not unlikely, 


to the Corruption of one Favourite Miniſter. But 
ſuch has been her Fate more than once. W 


VD pon the Demiſe of Charles II. a Grandchild of 


Frarce took Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; 
oh | > ng 
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King Wiliam was determined he ſhould not keep 
it, and for that Purpoſe, formed the beſt and 
greateſt Alliance that we read of in Hiſtory ; but 
he did not live to ſee the happy Effects of his 
Labours. His Succeſſor, Queen Anne, went in 
with the Inclinations of her People, who had learnt 
to treat the Perſon and dread the Power of Louis 
XIV. The old Gentleman was torne to Pieces, 
and no wonder he ſhould, for he had all the potent 
Princes of Europe upon his Back at once; an une- 


5 qual Match you will ſay, Paſquin; but a Second Turn 


in the Councils of Britain brings Louis Comfort and 
Relief, when he had leaſt Reaſon to hope for 
either. . ; 1 N e 
The Enemies of Louis and Peace have imputed. 
to Britiſh Corruption this happy Change in his Fa- 
vour; but for my Part, I aſcribe that great Event 
to ſolid Wiſdom and untainted Patriotiſm. Why 
might not the Britiſh Carvers of the Peace of 
trecht be allowed to think that the Prejudice they 
had been inſpired with againſt Louis, was unjuſt 
in itſelf, and diſadvantagious in its Conſequen- 
ces; that it was high Time to put a ſtop to the 
Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, which had been pro- 
fuſely and wantonly ſpilt for above twenty Years 
together, more to gratify the Paſſions of Certain 
Perſons, than from real Neceſſity? That they had 
been enriching other Nations with the Spoils of 
the War all the Time they were impoveriſhing 
their own : That War and Conqueſts were not the 
Intereſt nor Buſineſs of a People ſubſiſting by 
Trade and Induftry ; and that the late infipid 
Notions concerning Ballancing, was deſtructive of 
the Wollen Manufattures, the Springs of their 
National Wealth? I ſay, Paſquin, the latter Mi- 
niſters of Queen Annes Reign, ſeem to me to 
have acted like Patriots, and Men of Senſe, for 
PAD e | | having 
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ee 
having extricated their Bleeding Country from 
Difficulties and Calamities unneceſſariſy brought 
upon her: Nor could J ever find, and Secrets of 
this kind ſeldom have eſcaped me, that the firſt 
Authors of the Peace of Utrecht had been gained 
or tainted by the Gold of old Louis. 
I do agree, that Self-preſervation had no ſmall 
Share in the Tranſactions of thoſe Times: But 
thou xnoweſt, my good old Friend, that the Do- 
tine of Self- Intereſt and Preſervation had been 
bong, as it fil is, more aſſiduouſly ſtudied and 
duiti vated by the Miuiſters of that Iſland, than all 
others; Therefore, the moſt that can be expected 
from Britiſh Agents, is to blend a little the Pub- 
Ae M with Private Intereſt, as was the Caſe 
w the Inſtance now before us. But this very 
#Þidom happen... 
CTauis and Europe were once again at Peace; 
kis Grand- child was left in Poſſeſſion of Spain and 
te dies ; Sicily: was beftow'd on the Duke of 
Savoy, 2 uſeful Member of the Grand Alliance; 
and'the Remainder of the old Spaniſh Dominions 
were put into the Hands of the Auſtrian Family. 
One would think, Paſquin, that all the Powers 
concernd in theſe Tranſactions would have been 
_ contented, and that general Peace and Concord 
would have long continued. But the Deaths of 
Queen Anne and Louis XIV. which followed upon 
the Heels of the Peace of Utrecht, were attended 
with new Meaſures, and quite a different Syſtem 
of Politicks, than had been hitherto generally 
xractifed in Europe. I fay, generally, becauſe 
auce had, at all Times, particularly ſince the 
Miniſtry of Richlieu, obſerved and continued it 
— 8 el 
A new Family ſucceeded to the Crown of Bri- 
tuin, in Virtue of an Act projected by King 
8 William, 
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William, who was willing to perpetuate his own 
Memory, and the precious Liberty he had reſcued 
from the Jaws of Tyranny, amongſt a 


that had implicitly ſupported him in his favou- 5. 


rite Views, without much Enquiry or Examinas 


tion. The Duke of Orleans, a ſecond Rechliew, 


had the French Helm intruſted to. his Care du- 
ring the Minority of the prefent King, who: was 
then ſcarcely. fix Years old. The new Britiſþ Mi- 
niſtry, who were of a different Kidney from thoſe 
that had immediately preceded them, ſtruck out 
a new Political Path unknown to their Nation 
ſince the Revolution. It is true, the Pretenſiom 
of the Duke of Orleans to the Crown of Hauce, 
in Virtue of the Treaty of Utrecht, was a co- 
tourable Excuſe for 4 going out of the old 
Road; and had they prudently kept in View of 
it, might have been ſafe; but by truſting too far 
to French Friendſhip and Self. . c, they were 
ſadly bewilder d. 

France had long praRiſed with Succe ſs, a Gland 
ral Negotiation ; 3 why might not Britain try an Ex- 
periment that had Gore {o well with her 67 K. 
bour 2 The Regent of France was her Friend b 


tereſt and Inclination; he would readily be her 


into all the Myfteries of the Art, and would ſtand 
by and ſupport her, ſhould ſhe happen to make a 
falſe Step. This, or much to this Purpoſe, was 
the Language of the Britiſh Miniſtry towards the 
Middle of the Year 1715. This Wiſe Reſolution 
was no ſooner taken, but the Regent was courted 
and careſſed: He was taken into the Boſoms of 
his new Pupils, let into their Schemes and Secrets, 
and had the chief Iendaucy of all the Britiſh At. 

fairs put into his Sincere, unerring Hands. 
The Galick Machiaval, who knew he had to 
deal . a jealous unſteady People, was willing eq 
give 


an exorbitant National-Debt. 


give them Proofs of his Friendſhip, in order to 
confirm his new founded Authority over them; 
but he was too much in the Intereſt of his Coun- 
try, to feed them with any thing but whipped 


Cream, which he artfully impoſed upon theſe new 
fangled Politicians, for ſubſtantial Food. 
About this time Rebellion and Diſcontent reared 


their Heads in Britain, and threatned the Ruin of 


the Foreign Family upon the Throne. The Aſſiſt- 
ance of Fraxce was equally courted by the Prince 
and his Rebellious Subjects: Here was a glorious 
Opportunity for the Regent of perpetuating the 
Influence he had juft acquired. He improves it, 


and by conniving only at the Rebellion, without 


ing it any open Support, permitted it to take 
Root, and fixed himſelf in the good Graces of the 


Court. The Briziſþ Miniſtry took the Impar- 
tiality | 
of his Friendſhip, when in Reality, it was that of 


of the Regent on this Occaſion, for an Effect 


his Prudence; for he was wiſe enough to ſee, that 


mould he have aided the Rebels according to his 
Inclination, he would have ſoon had the whole 
Force of the late Grand Alliance upon his Country, 


groaning under the Preſſure of a Minority, and 


The Rebellion was cruſned more by Chance and 


; Diſcord, than by Valour or good Conduct of ei- 
ther Miniſters or Commanders. The Regent ſaw 
with Concern, the Peace of Britain reftored ; but 


without endangering the very Foundation of the 
Monarchy under his Care, he could not prevent 
it. However, though his Neighbour was quiet at 


Home, he was reſolved ſhe ſhould not be ſo Abroad. 


The Wars between Sweden and Muſcovy furniſhed 
him with an . e of exerciſing both his 
a 


Power and his Talents. He inſpires Britain with 


Jealouſies of the Heroick King of Sweden's Inten- 
tions 
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tions in favour of the Competitor to her Crown and 


her Prince, with a Deſire of making a Purchaſe 
contiguous to his Hereditary Dominions. The 


artful Inſinuations were greedily ſwallowed, and # 


ſoon after the Baltick was covered with the floating 
Force of Britain. The Muſcovite and Daniſh Coaſts 
were guarded againſt the Inpotent Power of Sweden, 
whilſt the Merchant Ships of Britain were un- 

uarded and expoſed to the Depredations of Swe- 
400 Corſairs, even whilſt her Maritime Power 
lorded it in that. narrow Sea. But this was not 
the only Inſtance of the Neglect of the Britiſh 
Admirals, or their ſuperior M——rs, in regard 
to the Commerce of their Count. 
The fortuitous, or contrived untimely Death of 
Charles XII. gave a new turn to the Affairs of the 
North, Peter the Great, was now become more terrible 
ro Britain than ever Charles had been ; and the new 
King of Sweden, a German Prince, was to be main- 
tained and ſupported, not only againſt the Weight 
of the Czar's Power, but alſo againſt the Machi- 
nations of the virtuous few that wiſhed well to the 
lawful Heir to the Crown of Sueden. The Britiſh 
Fleets appear a ſecond time in the Bahkick, and 
the Maritime Force of Ruſſia is blocked up in her 
Harbours, one would think, purpoſely to oblige 
her to change her ancient Britiſh Clothiers for thoſe 
of Pruſſia. | 

Thus far Matters ſucceeded to the Regent's 
Wiſh ; he found Means to keep his new Pupili in 
hot Water, in order to increaſe their Debts and 
leſſen their Trade, whilſt he himſelf was ſtudiouſly 
employed in contriving Means for the Diſcharge 
of his own, and the Improvement of Commerce. 
Now he begins to try another Experiment for the 
{ame Purpoſes. | | 

| I have 
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I have told thee, Paſquin, that the Britons in the 
new Admimftration, longed to try their Force at 
a Continued Negotiation. The Regent obſerved the 
Contagion ſtrong upon them, and was for entring 
them fairly before they ſhould ſee their Error. 
For this Purpoſe then, did he ſend over to them 
Du Bois, the fitteſt Servant for ſuch a Maſter as 
ever took Petticoat or Pen in Hand. But before 

he was ſet out, he took care to ingratiate himſelf 

more particularly, to the Ruling Britous, by ob- 
taining new Favours for them from his indulgent 
Maſter. This mighty Boon was Narrowing. the new 
Sluice of Mardike from 40 to 17 Foot, the Foun- 
dation of the wider Works ſtill ſubſiſting, and the 
Harbour ſtill in Sata quo. — Gods, how careſſed, 
how adored, was the Bearer of this precious Pre- 
ſem; how trramphant were the Negotiators at their 
Succeſs in the very firſt Eſſay they made in the 
myſterious Art! To Negotiating then went Du Bois 
and the Britons, till the Latter negotiated themſelves 

out of Breath, and ſome of their beſt Friends into 
2 Coolnefs. towards them. F 
The Duke of Savoy had been a ſore Thorn in 
the Side of Fance during her Contentions with the 
Grand Alliance, therefore he was to be weaned, 
if poſſible, from his Attachment, by forcing the 
Exchange of Sardinia upon him for the fertile 
Illand of Scily. The Regent had two main Points 
in view when he projected the Exchange, and en- 
gaged Britain to inſiſt upon it; for without her 
zealous Concurrence with him, the thing would be 
Impracticable. The firſt was, to alienate the Duke 
from his old Friends by the moſt compulſive In- 
juſtice : The other, to induce the Emperor to 
agree that a Road ſhould be opened into ahh to a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. Thus came the 
Eventual Succeſſion of Don Carlos to Parma and 


Tuſcany 


„ 


Tuſcany to be ſettled and agreed to by the Empe⸗ | 


ror, whoſe Intereſt it would have been to prevent 


it, if he had not accepted of Sicily as a fort of 
Equivalent, to ſave his Honour. For finding he 
was to be forced into a Conceſſion, he choſe to 


agree with a good Grace, rather then proclaim his 


own Weakneſs, or the Perfidy of thoſe he was un- 
willing do break M. 

The Regent having gained theſe Points, perſuaded 
himſelf he might draw his Pupils into any Meaſures 
however abſurd and inconſiftent with the Intereſt 


of their Country. He was not miſtaken, for 


about this Time, he artfully inſpired the Court of 
Spain, ſwayed by Female and Prieſily Ambition, to 
invade the Emperor's Halian Dominions; and as 
he had long projected the Impoveriſhment of his new 
Ally, Britain was taught to committ the moſt un- 
heard-of Outrage on the Maritime Force of Spain, 
that this laſt might be drove to a Neceſſity of 
breaking through a Chain of Commerce that had 
ſubſiſted for Ages between the two Nations. — This 
was a Maſter-ſtroke, and had its full Effect; for 
although Britain benefited mort by lier Trade with 
Spain than with all the reſt of Europe, yet had ſhe, 
by that one precipitate Blow, drawn upon herſelf 
the Hatred and Reſentment of the whole Spaniſo 
Nation. e os 
Now again, the Regent trys the Weight of his 
Influence, and perſuades his Wards to attone for 
the Injury done to Spain, They, it is true, came 
into this Expedietit, which was to reſtore Gibraltar, 
with ſome Difficulty ; but the dictating Ally was 
not to be trifled with; ſo that to gratify him, a 


formal Promiſe of Reſtitution was made. I am apt 


to think the Promiſe was made with an Intention 
not to be kept, and that the Regent was no Stranger 


— 


to the Dificulties that would attend the Perform 


D ance 
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ance of it; but he was willing to create a Claim 
that ſhould be attended with much Perplexity, ex- 
travagant Expence, and loſs of 'I'rade, 
. Theſe Broils occaſioned: a new. Scene of Nego- 
tiation, in which Britain thought to retrieve her 
Miſtakes ; but ſhe had already put herſelf too far 
into the Power of France. In the midſt of this 
Negotiating Chain, the Regent died ſuddenly; but 
he had chalked out his Political Plan ſo clearly, and 
laid ſo good a Foundation, that his Succeſſors in 
the French Cabinet, had little elſe to do, but to 
ſteer by the Lights he had fixed with much Art and 
Labour. He had bred Diſſention between moſt of 
the Members of the old Grand Alliance; he had 
almoſt deſtroyed all the Purpoſes of the Treaty of 
Utrecht; he had opened a Gap for the inroad of his 
 #Houſe into Italy; he had eafed his own Country of 
her Debts and Taxes, * whilſt he negotiated his 
Neighbour into a Continuance, and even an Increaſe 
of hers; and he nouriſned up the Commerce of 
France, whilſt he influenced a new Ally to ſtarve 
her Trade to Death. Bas ; 
The Unthinking would have it, that the Duke 
of Orleans ated in Conſequence of the Title he 
had to the Crown, in virtue of King Philip's Re- 
nunciation; but believe it from me, Paſquin, that 
wiſe Prince had never entertained a ſerious 
Thought of the Crown. He was too well acquaint- 
ed with the Genius of the Hench, to imagine that 
they would be -wrought upon, or forced to alter 
the Lawful Courſe of the Succeſſzon, But it was 
for his Purpoſe to perſuade his neighbouring Ally, 
that he intended to aſſert the Right ſne had pro- 
cured for him, in order to Lure her into thoſe 


Mleaſures that ſhould, one day, raiſe his Ambi- 


tious Houſe beyond the reach of Envy and the 
Power of her Enemies. The Emperor, the 3 
n HT 0 
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of Savvy, and the Dutch, faw into his Drift, and 
| kindly warn'd Britain of the Shelves ſhe was craf- ' 
tily influenced to ſteer upon: But friendly Ad- 
vice had no Effect upon a People that would not, 
or could not fee the Danger. Nay, ſo arrogantly 
wilful were they, or ſo blind, that they could not 
be prevailed upon to alter their Meaſures, even 
after the Death of that Prince, whoſe Title, fri- 
volous as it was, had given ſome Colour to their 
Conduct for ſeven Years before. _ 8 
An Alteration in the Conduct of Britain was 
now look'd upon as inevitable, by all thoſe that 
had mourned for her during the Influence of the 
Duke of Orleans; but they were miſtaken, for the 
new Britiſh Miniſter was not to be perſuaded to 
ſwerve from the Maxims of his Predeceſſor, un- 
willing, I will ſuppoſe, to diſoblige, the only 
Court in Europe able to ſupport him, in caſe of 
Neceſſity and Diſgrace. The M......rs of Bri- 
min, my good old Friend, have been fam'd, at 
all Times, far prudently diſtinguiſning between 
Private and Publick Intereſt, and have ſeldom 
been known to facrifice the Firſt to the Latter. 
The Court of France went on in the Path that 
had been traced out by the late Regent, and that 
of Britain permitted herſelf to be ftill led on as 
ſhe had been. The Trade of Negotiation went - 
on, till by Treaty after Treaty, and by Slight af- 
ter Slight, the Emperor and Spain threw them- 
ſelves into each others Arms, without the Privity 
of Britain at leaſt ; however, the Tranſaction 
might have been no ſecret to France, whoſe ſole 
View was, from the very Beginning, to create 
Diffidence and Jealouſy between Britain and that 
Natura Ally. „ 
This ſudden, unforeſeen Union between Spain 
and the Emperor, which ſhould have afforded 


2 Britain 
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Britain the greateſt Pleaſure, as it would have 
been a Means of diſuniting the Houſe oſ Bour- 


bon, was feen in quite a different Light by the 


Britifh Solomons. They were taught by their 


artful Tutors, to believe that their Religion, their 


Liberties, . and their Commerce were now expoſed 
to moſt imminent Danger, and that there were 
Secret Articles in the New Treaty, which ſtruck 
directly at the very Foundation of their Govern- 
ment and Conſtitution: . They, the Britiſh Sager, 
ſwallow the Bait; they take the Alarm, and move 
Heaven and Earth to guard againſt the imaginary 
Evil, and be revenged of the Contracting Parties. 
In vain did the Emperor juftify his Innocence; 
all his Allegations were looked upon as ſo many 
Falſhood and Snares: His Miniſters were baniſhed, 
his Fortreſſes were threatened; the Ships of his 
Subjects were ſpoiled, and in ſhort, he was to be 


brought down at leaſt, if not quite ruined and un- 
- hinged. For theſe Purpoſes was the memorable 


Treaty of Hanover projected; for theſe Purpoſes 
alſo were three formidable Armado's ſent out to 
the North, South, and Weſt, beſides. a ſtrong 
Squadron kept at home, to guard the Coaſt. But 
even all. thoſe Precautions were not thought ſuffi- 
cient to prevent the Deſigns of the Emperor, who, 
by the by, was not Maſter of one ſingle Ship of 
Force z a numerous Land Force was raiſed, to 
guard the Britiſb Coaſt from a Deſcent from Oſtend. 
 Paſq. I very well remember, Marforio, the Eclat 
of the Britiſh Armaments in the Year 1726; but 
till now, I did not underſtand that they had been 


ſolely directed againſt Spain and the Emperor. I 


thought all the Princes of Europe had been leagued 
againſt Britain, and that ſhe had been at that time 
making her dernier Efort for the Preſervation of 


ber Liberty. Pray, tell me by what Means ſhe 


came 


[37] 
came afterwards to recover her Senſes, and to get 
rid of her Paunick ? © e | 
Mar,. I will tell thee, Paſquin, after France had 
led her into an Expence of near 30 Millions of 
Crowns, in which, to be ſure, the Britiſh M— 
found his Account; after ſhe had ſuffered at 
leaſt as much more by Depredations and other Ob- 
ſtructions to her Commerce, and after the Emperor 
had been effectually cooled in his Friendſhip for 
her; I ſay after all theſe things had been brought 
about, France vouchſafed ro undecei ve her, by 
informing her, that there were never any ſuch 
frightful Secret Articles in Being, as ſhe had ima- 
gined without any real Ground or Foundation. 
Thus, Paſquin, went out in Smoak, a Fire which 
threatened the Repoſe of all Europe The Flames 
did not reach farther than Britain herſelf, who in- 
deed was not quite burnt in them, tho' her Wings 
were moſt miſerably ſinged, which was all France 
had in View, when ſhe laid the Train, and put the 
Match into her frightened Neighbour's Hand. 
Britain was now ſenſible of her Error, but thou 
ſhalt find preſently ſhe was not become one whit 
the wiſer ; for after all this expenffrve Buſtle, ſhe 
was a ſecond time induced by her favorite Alley, to 
knock under to Spain. The Spaniards, thou 
knoweſt Paſquin, are a tenacious haughty People; 
they were not contented with bare Remorſe, they 
muſt have ſubſtantial Proofs of the Repentance 
and proffered Friendſhip of their late Enemy. 
Britain was taught to oblige them in their own un- 
couth Way, and on their own Term. 
A Treaty, which will be as famous in after 
Ages as it is at preſent, was concluded at Seville, 
between ain and Britain in 1729, by which the 
Eventual Succeſſion of Don Carlos was aſcertained 


a new, and guarantied ; and that the fickle Eu 
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ſhould not again ſeize one of the Contracting 
Parties, it was ftipulated, that the Infant Prince 
ſhould be immediately tranſported to his new Do- 
minions, by Part of that formidable Armado, which 
had lately threatened the Deſtruction of his native 
Country. It is true, the Royal Srripling took an- 
other Road to tai, whether out of Diſtruſt or 
otherwiſe it matters not; but his Troops and 
Equipage were convoyed by the new allied Tritons. 
Thou perhaps, mayſt think, Paſquin, that Britain 
who was to reap no other Advantage from this laſt 
Treaty, than bare Reconciliation, had done as much 
as could be well expected from her; but thou muſt 
know, that France had taught her younger Branch 
never tobe ſatisfied. Thus inſtructed then, Hain inſiſts 
a new on the Performance of former Promi ſes, and 
however induſtriouſſy the great Secret has been 
hitherto preſerved, I will tell thee, that by a 
ſecret Article in this very Seville Treaty, - 
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I am ſatisfied, this ſolemn Stipulation was not 
intended to be performed, any more than leſs bin- 
ding Engagements had been ſeven Years before; 
not that I imagine the Britiſh Miniſter would he- 
ſitate one Moment to purchaſe ſolid Peace, during 
his own Influence, at this or any other Expence ; 
but becauſe-I do not think he will venture to ex- 
aſperate his Fellow Subjects more than they are 
already. If they had tamely acquieſced in one 
of his late Projects, which I am apt to believe was 
thrown out purpoſely to ſee how much they would 
bear, I am of Opinion, he would have brought 
the ſecret Article to light long before this time; but 
as he miſcarried in that, I, cannotthink he will ven- 
ture on this; though I can tell him, without the 
Gift of Propheſy, that his Country will never be 
at reſt, till ſhe has kept her Faith more religiouſly 

PR | than 
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than ſome of her Neighbours ſay ſhe has done 

for the Time paſt. But as I ſhall have Occaſion 

in my next Conference with you, Paſquin, to con- 

ſider this Matter more particularly, I ſhall for the 
reſent take my Leave of thee, for Aurora Arey 

_ diſplays her Charms. Good NS: | 
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Paſq. WW EcoMs, | 5 * Marforio, to 
| thy impatient old Acquaintance ; 
thou haſt raiſed my Curioſity to the higheſt Pitch, 
and art come moſt importunely to give it Satisfac- 
tion. I have maturely weighed thy Introduction 
to the late War, and can perceive, without any 
' Difficulty, that the artful Practices of the late 
Duke of Orleans on his unwiſe Neighbours, had 
paved, the Way for the late Confuſions on the 
_ Continent ; but I cannot ſo readily bring myſelf 
to think, that the Tranſactions, antecedent to the 
Death of Louis XIV.. mentioned in the firſt Part 
of thy Narrative, have been, in any Shape, pro- 
ductive of them. Therefore, my good old Friend, 
be pleaſed to clear up that Matter a little more to 
my Saciafagion. 

Marf.” We ought not, Paſquin, to 3 our- 
ſelves to immediate Objects in Political Re- 
ſearches; we muſt often ſeek for remote Cauſes, 
if we would arrive at a true Knowledge of the 
grand Miſtery of Publick Affairs. Moſt, or rather 
all the natura! Calamities, that have happened i in 
the World, were owing to an Inobſervation of 


this firſt Political Maxim. It is true, the Britons 
D 4 | of 
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of the latter Part of the laſt Century, cannot be 
ſaid to have had any immediate Hand in the Tranſ- 
actions of the preſent Age; but will any Man ſay, - 
therefore, that they had not, at this Time, laid 
the Foundation for all thoſe Expenſive, Imp 
Meaſures, which their Succeſſors had unweariedly 
purfued to this ? Can it be faid, that France had 
not the Spaniſh Monarchy in View, when ſhe gave 
Europe Peace at Ryſwich, and that the Partition 
Treaty, which- was a Conſequence of that Peace, 
had not ſecured that Monarchy to France, which 
in all human Probability had never happened, if- 
the War of 1689 had never been? Can it be de- 
denied, that the enſuing War of 1702 was found- 
ed on the Meaſures antecedent to it, and that the 
Treaty of Utrecht, which put an End to it, had 
created that Title to the Crown of France, which the 
lateRegent had ſo ſucceſsfully improv'd to theDiſad- 
vantage of his credulous Neighbours ? Will it not be 
allowed, that the very Regency of that artful Prince 
had been owing to thoſe Meaſures that had raiſed 
him to the Rank of firſt Prince 'of the Blood, by 
the Excluſion of Philip of Anjou, who might pro- 
bably have remained in France, if the Conduct of 
certain States had not drove Charles II. of Spain, to 
conſtitute him his univerſal Heir? May it not be 
affirmed again, that the late Engagements between 
' France and B—, which you yourſelf have allow- 
ed to have been partly productive of the late Inva- 
ſions of that Crown, to have been owing to certain 
Meaſures of the laſt Age, which created a Sort of 
Parity between the Title of the Regent, and that of 
another certain Royal Family? 
Conſider, Paſquin, with one Attention, what I 
had faid in my laſt Converſation, and I doubt not, 
thou wilt agree with me, that the Seeds, at leaſt, of 
the late Corfufions had been ſown in the laſt __ tury. 
= | 7 TI will 
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I will not deny but that the Miſtakes of the laft 
Age might have been partly corrected in this, had 
the Management of Publick Affairs fallen into 
skilful, virtuous Hands; nor do I think it impro- 
bable, but that the very firſt Authors themſelves, 
of the Errors complained of, had they outlived 
Luis XIV. would have changed Hands, and en- 
deavoured to undo all their own once-boaſted 
Handy-work : But they were moſtly cut off, or out 
of Power before the fatal Day of Reckoning 
came. The Direction of Affairs fell inte the 
Hands of Men of a different Complexion,” who 
like their Predeceſſors indeed, ſaw not an Inch 
into Futurity; but who, very unlike thoſe, acted 
upon Self preſerving, Self- intereſted Principles, 

without a Mixture of one Grain of either Ho- 
nour or Honeſty. I am inclined to believe that 

the firſt acted upon a Principle they thought juſt 
and neceſſary; tho Numbers differed from them 
in Sentiment : But I cannot perſuade myſelf to 
have the like charitable Opinion of their Succeſ- 
ſors, who had infallible Experience for their Guide. 
1 Mall now, Paſquin, proceed in my intended 
Diſcuſſion of the true Springs that ſet the late 
War in Motion, upon a Preſumption that what 
T had now faid has ſolved thy Scruples, concern- 
ing the firſt Part of my laſt Diſcourſe. 

In vain, Paſquin,* have the Partiſans of France 
endeavoured to deceive the World, by imputing 
the late War, and all its miſchievous Operations, 
to the Oppoſition given to Saxiſlaus's Election 
to the Crown of Poland: They might, indeed, 
think to impoſe on the Credulous and Unskilful, 

but could never hope to ſucceed with the Wiſe 
and Obſerving. The Election of Poland, it is 
true, gave a Colour for blewing up a Mine, 
which France had been buſy in laying for a Se- 
| 1 
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ries of Years : But if that fortuituous Firebrand 
had not been put into her Hand, ſhe would 
have ſeized upon any other as ſoon as the Mea- 
ſure of her great Defigns was full. All Europe, 
thoſe alone excepted, ho were neareſt concern- 
ed in the Conſequences of her Ambition, were 
ſenſible of the Intentions of Hauce, and ſaw, 
with Concern, the daily Increaſe of her Influence 
over thoſe that ſnould be a Check upon her In- 
4 ſolence- But, what Advantage 3 the Pene- 
trating hope for from the Superiority of their 
Diſcernment, when the Deluded were grown in 
Love with their Chains, and Deaf to all friendly 
Expoſtulation? 0 
{I will not directly charge Frauce. oo Views. to 
_ Univerſal, Monarchy, though ſhe was thought by 
' feveral judicious Perſons, to ſquint. that Way 
ever ſince the Days of Henry IV. But L. am 
fully perſuaded ſhe has been 3 unity for more 
than a Century, as ſhe-ftill is, to make the Rhine, 
from its Source to its Diſcharge into the Maes, 
the Barrier of her Empire; and I will add, that 
ſhe never has had ſo good a Chance for the Com- 
pletion of her Views as at this very Time: This 
will appear more probable to thee, my Friend, 
than perhaps it does at preſent, after I ſhall 
have gone through my Obſervations on the pre- 
ſumptive Conſequences of the Peace now on lo 
Anvil. 

France had at all Times ſet her 3 upon the 
Conqueſt of the Netherlands, and had gone more 
than once very near accompliſhing her Deſign; 
But as the united Wealth of Britain and Holland 
had been a conſtant Check upon her, ſhe was de- 
termined to lay hold of all Opportunities for ſever- 
iüng thoſe. Powers, and for damming up the Com- 


mercial Channels, that rendered them rich and 
formidable, 


Bow „ 
formidable. She had made many bold Puſhes to 


this End; but never had a favourable Opening . 


till the Regency of the late Duke of Orlean. 

That great Genius ſaw himſelf carreſſed by a new 
Set of Miniſters in Britain, as had been already ob- 
ſeryved, who gave Implicitely to his Views, without 
ſtrictly examining into the genuine Motives of his 


Actions, imagining, I will ſuppoſe, that his own - 


perſonal Intereſt, was abſtracted from that of his 
Country, and that he would embark} it on the 
ſame Bottom, which carried that of their Royal 
Maſter. The artful Prince, ſenſible... of. the Ad- 
vantage Fortune had thrown in his Way, care- 
fully improved it, till he had drained them of their 
Wealth, loaded them with freſh Burthens, ſtopt up 


the current of their Iaduſtry, and rendered them 


jealous of their warmeſt Friends, Jealouſy natu- 
rally begets Jealouſy, as Friendſhip begets Friend- 
ſhip, and fo it happened here; For as the Britons 


became jealous of their old Allies without Cauſe, 


theſe laſt became cool and indifferent towards 
them. ; . 3 


The Dutch were ſome what more cautious, and 
reſerved towards that inchanting Prince; but not 
ſo guarded, but that he found Means to ſow the 


Seed of Diſcord between them and the Emperor, 
their natural Alley, Firſt, he had inſpired them 
with Apprehenſions, that he intended to reftore 
the Commerce of the Auſtrian Netherlands, and that 
for that Purpoſe he would ſtrip them of their 
Barrier, and attempt opening the, Navigation of 
the Scheld. They were alſo taught to believe, that 
the Eaſt India Commerce from Oſtend, was pur- 
poſely authorized to pave the Way for the Eu- 
peror's other more dangerous and extenſive Deſigns 
upon them, | e | 
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The Regent did not confine his Schemes to the 
Maritime Powers alone, but practiſed, and with 
Succeſs, on ſeveral Princes in Germany. The King 


of Pruſfia was bouyed up, on one Hand, with 


Hopes of Succeeding to certain German Domi- 


nions, which on the other, the Elector Palatine's 


eir was taught to expect; and both were wrought 


into an Indifterence towards the Emperor, as he 


was repreſented to be a ſecret Enemy to both. 
The Notoriety of the ſucceſsful Practices of 


' France, at the Court of Munick, makes it unne- 
ceſſary to conſider that Point minutely. And it 
is now no Secret, that ſhe had acquired the ſame 


Aſcendant over the Court of Dreſden, which in all 


| Likelihood would have continued to this Day, 


if the Czarina had not found Means to deſtroy it 
by the more ſubſtantial Offer of the Crown of 
Poland, The King of Sardinia was ſucceſsfully 


tampered with in his turn; but as the Reſentment 


of this Prince has been already accounted for, in 


my Obſervations on Du Bois's Negotiations at 
London, in 1616, I ſhall proceed, without farther 


Animadverſion in this Place, on his particular 


_ Cafe. | . | 


Thou wilt remember, Paſquin, that antecedent 
to moſt of the Machinations of France, the Regen 
had artfully opened his Road into/taly, by ſecuring, 
as far as Pen and Ink would go, the Eventual 
Succeſſion of Don Carlos, to three of the faireſt 
Provinces in Lah. Can any one think the Duke of 
Orleans provided this Reverſion purely out of Re- 
gard or Compliment to the Queen of Spain? Far 
from it, my good Paſquin, he had other Views, 
beſides that of gratifying Female Ambition, and 


they were partly theſe : Firſt to create a Miſun- 
derſtanding between the Maritime Powers and the 
Emperor, who was, in a Manner, bullied by him into 


his 


LY 
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his Approbation of that great Tranſaction; Secon2 
ly, to pave his own Way to the Kingdoms of Na- 


ples and Sicily, which he thought much more eafily 


acquired than that of France, with all her Cob-web 
Renunciations ; and, Laſtly, that this created Title 
for a Prince of his Houſe, which he foreſaw. 
would be diſputed by the Emperor, might give a 
Colour for the War he meditated to make upon 
him, as ſoon as he had brought his Schemes to Per- 
fection. i A 

I do not know, Paſquin, whether or ' no thou 


haſt ever heard before, of the late Regent's Deſigns. 


upon Naples for his own Family ; but the Matter 
is now no Secret in France, nor was it any to the 


Imperial Court, even whilſt that Prince lived, and 
had he exiſted to this time, you would have ſeen 


him King of the to Sicilies, at the ſame Time that 
Charles would have been Monarch of Lombardy. 
This was his Scheme, and he would have executed 
it, had his great Life been prolonged. 


Thou muſt not wonder, my Friend, that the 
Duke of Orleans had cloathed himſelf with the 


Lamb's Skin, and appeared fond of pruning the 
Olive Tree all the time of his Aminiftration ; it was 
his own private Intereft, it was that of his King 
and Country, to wear the Appearance of Peace 
and Concord ; without that Mask he could not 
hope to be able to impoſe upon his eredulous 
Neighbours, nor work his Country out of Poverty, 


and an exorbitant Debt into Power and Affluence. 
Beſides, he laboured under a Minority, which in 


France, more than in any other Kingdoms, ties up 


the Hands of the Adminiftration- But had that 


intriguing Prince lived to the Birth of the preſent 
Dauphin, we ſhould have ſeen him carrying on an- 


other kind of War, than that I am here account- . 


The 
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The Prince, who ſucceeded the Duke of Or. 

| leans in the Frenth Adminiſtration, though much 
_ Inferior to his great Predeceſſor in Capacity, had 
ſtill Senſe enough, to walk by the Lights that had 
been carefully fixed up at proper Diftances, he 
could not well go aftray ; but as new Miniſters 
are always known to be fond of Novelties, in order, 
I ſuppoſe, to raife a Reputation at the Expence 
the Deceaſed or Diſcarded, this Prince's Agent 
projected a new Alliance for his Maſter, at the 
ſame time that he diſſolved one, which had been 
contrived with fingular Art and Prudence, by 
his Predeceſſor. It muſt be owned however, that 
the Exchange was not attended with any ill Conſe- 
quence to France; but Iam of Opinion, that was 
more than the Projector himſelf foreſaw, though 
the clearer Heads of France might. Vo 
I know it has been generally thought, that the 
Mateh with Spain had been founded on the Duke 
of Orlear's private Views ; but I can by no Means 
agree with the Supercilious in this Particular. 1 
chuſe rather to believe, that that Alliance was pro- 
jected, in order to fix the Queen of Sain, an 
intriguing, dętermined Princeſs, in the Intereſt of 
Fance, in her meditated great Deſigns. And as 
for the Exception taken tothe Age of the Infanta, 
it will vaniſh; if it be conſidered, that ſhe would 
be as early ripe as the intended Bridegroom, and 
that till that time ſhould happen, the Plight and 
Circumſtances of France could not well admitt of 
a general expenſive War, ſuch as Orleans had in 
View from the very firſt Hour of his Admini- 
rr 

The new Match, taking it in one Light, turned 
to the Advantage of France; but to View it in 
an other, it did not. It was ſo far of Benefit 
to her, as to give a Colour for the late War, 


9 7 
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and 


Lat! 

and to continue that Influence over ſome of her 
Neighbours, which, without this Incident, might 
have been loſt with Orleans, whoſe Art and Sha- 
dowy Title to the Crown had created it. For 
it is probable, that the Deluded would have al- 
tered their Meaſures. in Reſpect to Fance, if ſne 
had not changed hers in Reſpect to Spain, after 
the Death of him that had wrought them into a 
Dependance. But on the other Hand, if the 
Spaniſh Match had ſubſiſted, the Queen of Spain 
would have had no Thoughts of ſeparating her 
Intereſt from that of France, nor would ſhe have 
made thoſe ſiniſter, ſecret Overtures to the Court 
of Vienna, which have been ſo lately and ſo loudly: 
complained ff.. 2 "2 

However, the Duke of Bourbon might be in- 
clined to fix his own parcicular Influence, by 
raiſing a Poliſh Princeſs to the Throne of France, 
yet it is certain, that the more diſcerning and 
faithful French. Miniſters perſuaded the young 
King to diſcard him, in order to facilitate a Re- 
conciliation with Spain, that the two Kingdoms 
might be as united, as it was , neceſſary for the 
mutual Intereſt of both, they ſhould be, in order 
to raiſe. the Luſtre of the Bourbon Family, on the 
Ruins of her Neighbours  _ 

The Duke was diſcharged with ſome Signs of 
Ingnominy, as neceſſary to.pave the Way for the 
Friendſhip of Sain, and a pacifick, good natured 
old Prieſt was taken into his Poft. This Altera- 
tion in the French Miniftry had a double good 
Effect; it produced a warm Harmony with Spain, 
and certain obſequious Dependents on France were 
detained in their Sub ſeruency by it, as well from 
a perſonal Confidence in the Cardinal, as from an 
erroneous Opinion they had formed ta themſelves, 
that no Advantages would induce him * 

dhjat 
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that Tranquillity, and publick Repoſe he ſo mul 


ſeemed to ſet his Heart upon. 


In this Manner, Paſquin, were the unwary cons 
tieied in their Deluſion, and every ſeeming Al- 
teration in the Meaſures of Hance, rivetted but 


the faſter the Fetters the Duke of Orleans had 
cunningly forged out; during his Influence. 


The Day was now drawing near, on which the 


| French Mack was to be taken off; The King was 
grown. up, he was bleſſed with Iſſue, his Coffers 
were full, his Finances in good Plight, and his 


Country rich and out of Debt. But upon what 
— to throw off the Diſguiſe, was the Queſ- 


tion; to fall upon the Netherlands, or the Empire, 


| without a colourable Excuſe, might create Fance 
too many. Enemies, at one and the ſame time, and 
might be a Means of clearing up the Eyes of thoſe, 
that had long been troubled with the Political 
Gutta Serena. It was no Matter where the Scene 


began, provided the deſtructive Dramma could be 
introduced with a good Grace. 


After the Pulſes of Spain and Sardinia were TA | 


fectually felt, it was agreed to open the hoſtile 
Interlude on the Banks of the Po, a Spot of 


Ground judged to be as indifferent to the Ma- 


ritime Powers, as it was diſtant from them. For 


this Purpoſe: were the Britiſh Miniſters hurried 


into the Treaty of Seville; for this End were 
they taught to purchaſe the Friendſhip of Spain, 
by agreeing, that Don Carlos ſhould be introdu- 


ced to his new Dominions, before any Compen- 


- ſation was made for her injurious Depredations. 


In this View was the Ifant Dake, on his Arrival 
in Jah, taught, firſt to aſſume. the Title of Grand 
Prince of Tuſcany, without the Conſent of his 
Feodal Lord, and next to ſet up an illegal Title 


to certain Illands and Diſtricts 0 Land, that had 
always 


Ta] 
alwa 
To this End alſo was the Infant Duke of Par- 
ma directed to ſue for a Difpenſattion, on the 
Score of his Nonage, and to threaten to act with 
it, in caſe of Refuſal. | 


In the like View was the King of Sardinia in- 


ſpired with Jealouſy and Diſſatisfaction, and puſh- 
ed on to make peremptory Demands of Inveſti- 
_ tures, which his Predeceflors had over-look'd for 
two Ages before: In ſhort, there was no Stone 
left unturn'd, no Means left untry'd, for pro- 
voking the Emperor to become the Aggreſſor, in 
order to gain a Gloſs to the Tragedy wy 
France had before intended to act. | 


- Bur whilft thar intriguing Crown was thus „ 
ploying all her Arts to pick a Quarrel with the 


Emperor, by the Means of Hain and Sardinia, 
Auguſtus II. of Poland died. This unhappy Inci- 


N furniſhed France with a more colourable Pre- 


| rext for taking up the Sword, than any ſhe had 
yet projected : She greedily aid hold of the long 


wiſhed-for Opportunity, and openly avows the 


Intereſt of Stariſlans, as Candidate for the Po- 


liſh Crown, notwithſtanding ſhe was ſenſible he 
had been incapacitated by the Laws of his Coun- 


try, and that his Election would be oppoſed by 


the whole Power of Ruſſia. 

But the Election of Sani/laus, allied as he 
was to Fauce, was no otherwite regarded by that 
Crown, than as it furniſhed her with a Pretext 
of arming and falling, like a Torrent, on his 
unprovided Imperial Majeſty, who had inter- 


fered as little, and perhaps leſs, in the Election 


of Poland, than one of the Maritime Powers. 
The dilitarineſs of France, in her Succours to 


the Candidate and her Supineſs and Inactivity 


during all the Confuſions of Polaud, prove to a 
E Demon- 


been annexed to the Dutchy of Milan 


— 
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Demonſtration, that ſhe made a Handle only of 


that Election, for executing her Deſigns nearer 


home. It muſt be admitted, indeed, that ſhe laid 
out her Treaſure very freely in the North, before 


the Election; but was it not abſolutely neceſſary 


me ſhould do fo, in order to ſecure an Election, 


- which muſt give a Colour to that Blow ſhe intended 


to give? We found her an OEconomiſt as ſoon 
as her Candidate was choſen by a Majority of 
her Vitaries ; whereas, if ſhe had really intended 
to ſupport the Election, ſne would have continued 
at leaſt her Expence, if not increaſed it. But as 
the genuine Intentions of France, in Regard to 
the Ele&ion of Poland, are now ſo univerſally 
known, it would be miſ employing thy Time and 
my own, Paſquin, to enter more minutely into the 
Matter at preſent. Her perfidious Behaviour to- 
wards the Dantzikers, confirms all that can be ſug- 
geſted to her Diſadvantage, concerning her farſical 
ie Attack in the North. bbb. 
Paſq. I am extremely obliged to thee, Marforio, 
for the Trouble thou haſt taken to gratify my 
Curioſity, in relation to the late War ; But tho 
thou haſt given me intire Satisfaction as to the 
Origin of the late Confuſions, and have convinced 
me, that they had been concerted long before 
the Death of Auguſtus II. yet I cannot ſay, that 
thou haſt been equally clear as to the Reaſon that 
had induced moſt of the great Powers of Europe, 
to look on, whilſt Fance and her Allies were Mor- 


rying the forlorn Emperor, both on the Rhine and 


in Italy. Thou haſt indeed let me into thoſe Ma- 
chinations of Fance, that had lulled her moſt dan- 
gerous Neighbours into a Political Lithargy, ' whilſt 
the was laying the Mine; but I would be informed 
by what Means ſhe was able to charm them after 

her Deſigns became obvious and notorious. 
. Mag. 
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Marf. The Charm, Paſquin, had a three-fold 
Mixture in it. It was a Compoſition made up of 
- Neceſſity, Private Self- Intereſt, and Want of Judg- 
ment, gilded over with Art. and Diſſimulation. 
And, though I had already explained myſelf in 
the general, concerning the Nature of the Sopo- 
rifick Doſe, I ſhall now, for thy Satisfaction; con- 
ſicleriik more partiell ET e2,. 
Io begin then wich the firſt Ingredient, Ne- 
ceſſity. Thou cannot forget, my inquiſitive - 
Friend, what I had told thee concerning the J- 
| fluence. of the late Regent over certain Miniſters, 
whom he had ſeduced by Art, and, not unlikely, 
by Means leſs juſtifiable: | | Thou cannot forget 
neither, that the Succeſſors of that Prince, in 
the French Adminiſtration, had ſucceſsfully 
wrought. upon his Plau, and had carefully prun- 
ed and nouriſhed that Iafuence he had grafted 
with Skill and Induſtry. By means then, of this 
Influence, unnatural as it was, Fance was enabled 
to perſuade, the only Nation in Europe capable 
of checking her Flight, to encreaſe her Burthen, 
already become intolerable, to drain her Coffers, 
and to diſcourage her Trade, the Source of her 
Wealth and Power. This was not all neither; 
for all the while ſhe was thus enervating her 
Neighboxr, ſhe found Means to ſow the Seeds of 
Diſcord and Diſcontent amongſt her Sons, and 
to plant in their Hearts an inordinate Paſſion for 
that impoveriſhing, but bewitching Fiend, Lux- 
This was the Conſumptive Condition of that 
once powerful Nation, at the Time the {achan- 
treſ attacked the Euperor. France, who had for 
many Lears together the chief Superintendency 
of her r Of 2 ny no Stranger to the 
FV 2 ill. 
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ill State of Health ſhe was reduced to, from the 

dungling Preſcriptions of her own uns kilful, cor- 
rupt, native Phyſicians, „55 | 
It was the Intereſt, without doubt, of this 
Kingdom to ſuccour the Emperor, in Maintenance 
of the Ballance of Power ; and I will believe alſo, 
it was the Inclination of moſt of her Inhabitants. 
The Emperor calls upon her; he puts her in 
mind of their former Friendſhip, he refreſhes 
her Memory, as to her Engagements and her 
Treaties ; and above all, he ſhews her, as if in a 


Mirror, the Dangers that muſt attend her Neu- 


' trality, But the good, the wiſe Prince, called 
upon her in vain ; his Expoſtulations had no 
Effect, nor his Threats neither; for thou muſt 
know, Paſquin, he fairly threatened, when he 
found all- other Means fail him; and, to tell 
- thee a Secret perhaps thou doeſt not know of 
that Kingdom, there are very few Things ſhe 
may not be #wllied into, though one would not 
think her cowardly by her Aſpe& or Mien. 
France, and the preſent Queen of Spain, have of- 
ten in their Turns, expoſed her Foible to the 
World: Nay, a far leſs formidable Power than 
either of theſe; that is 7, put her into 
dreadful Agonies, not many Years ago, by only 
holding up his Cane at her. f . 
But then will you ſay, Paſquiz, this once 
mighty Kingdom could not be ſo exhauſted, but 
that ſhe might, on ſuch an Emergency as this 
was, endeavour to make ſome Effort in behalf of 
a Natural Ally, embarraſſed for his Love of Pub- 
lick Liberty. Ir is true, her Condition was much 
altered for the wofſe ; but ſhe certainly had ftill 
ſuch a Remain of Strength left as might have 
afforded great Comfort to the Emperor, if ſhe 
Pe. LS > Sd TIES could 
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could have been prevailed upon to uſe it; and it 
is here, that our ſecond Ingredient in the Poli- 
tical Charm mentioned before, began to operate. 

Private Se, Intereſt got the better of National 


Faith and Publick Good on this Occaſion, as 


thou ſhalt ſee by and by, it had on another of 


ual Concern, not only to the Fmperor in par- 
ticular, but to the far greater Part of Europe. 
The political Bark in this Kingdom, under 
our preſent Conſideration, had been ſteered for 
many Years before the Breaking out of the late 


War, by a native Pilot, little skilled in the Theory 


either of ancient or modern Navigation. He had 
_ ſome Knowledge of the Coafts of his own Coun- 


try, and could work the Veſſels well enough out 


of one Port or Creek into another; but as he 


was no Artiſt, he did not much care for long 
Voyages, becauſe he had like to be Shipwrecked 


as often as he ventured on the Ocean. Beſides, as 


he had a very warm, ſnug Poſt of it, he was not 
willing to be turned out; as he certainly would, if 


once a foreign Voyage came to be reſolved upon. 
ThisOfficer was no Favourite with the Captain; but 
as he was a uſeful Servant, could help him to 


make up the Ships Accounts, and raiſe Money to pay 
Wages, and defray other Expences; he had very 


much the Ear, though probably, not the Confi- 


dence of the Commander, He had however, on 
this Occaſion Intereſt enough with a She Favorite 


of the Captain's, to perſuade him that as the 


Ship was leaky and ill rigged, it would be impru- 
dent, to put her to Sea, in an inclement boiſtrous 
Seaſon. He had alſo inſinuated to the Commander, 


'on this Occaſion, that many of the Ship's Crew 
were diſcontented,and ill intentioned towards him, 


and that it was likely, they would Mutiny in a 
long Voyage, and run away with the Ship. There 
. E 3 were 
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were no Wiles: : no Stratagems he did not uſe to 
divert the Captain from venturing to Sea, in or- 
der to reſcue his Friend out of the Hands of 
the Common Enemy. | 

The diſtreſſed Ally, unable to obtain effecual 
Succour, intreated that a few Shallops only 
might be ſent to cover ſmall Maritime Tracts of 
Land, which one of the Captain's Predeceſſors had 
help'd to conquer for him: But even this ſmall 
Requeſt was refuſed him. The Pilot was inex- 
orable; he was deaf to all Tuirenty ; and there 
was no engaging the Commander by any other 
Tatereſt, | 

Thou muſt know, my old Friend, that this 
fame Pilot ſpoke no Language but his Mother- 
Tongue, and therefore tranſacted all his Foreign 
Affairs by Interpreters. The diſtreſſed Ally think- 

ing to ingratiate himſelf into the Pilbt's Favour, 
ſent him a Fellow: Native of his own, a chatter- 
ing Prieſt, that he had preferred in compliment 
to the Captain's Father, to reaſon with him in 
that only Language he underſtood. But, alas, 
this Agent had no better Succeſs with the Self- 
intereſted Pilor, than. all the foreign ones who 
went before him. All Reaſon, but that of S. 
Security, was loſt upon a Man determined to ſee 
nor hear any thing. that did not immediately 
ſquare with his own Private Intereſt. 

As I ſhall have Occaſion preſently, Paſquin, 
to make more honourable Mention of the —= 
ſaid little dignified Prieft, I defire thou wilt re- 
member what is ſpoke of him in this Inſtance. 
We ſhall find him buſy in a different Scene be- 
fore long, which may chance make our State- 
Pilot wiſn he had heard him with better Man- 
ners, and more Patience. For, thou art to know, 


my Friend, that he treated the Port Eccleſiaſtick 
very 
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very ſcurvily ; and thou art ſenſible how ſtomach- 
ful and revengeful that ſort of Gentry are, when 
diſguſted. But to return to the Thread of my 

Subjettt ES 2 5 
The Emperor was left to ſnift for himſelf the 
beſt he could; the People in the World he had 
moſt Reaſon to expect Friendſhip from; the 
People his Family had ſignally ſerved in their 
pretended Diſtreſs, abandon him, and give him 
up a Prey to the Hereditary Enemy of his Houſe, 
and of the Liberties of Europe. The Diftreſled 
Prince flies to Holland for Aid; but he fares no 

better than he did elſewhere. 4 
It is true, the Dutch had more to ſay for 
themſelves, than their Neighbours; they refuſed 
with a better Grace, and gave more pregnant 
' Reaſons for their Conduct, than others had done, 
or were able to do. They made warm Profeſſi- 
ons of their Willingneſs to aſſiſt their Ally, but 
pleaded Inability, and founded their Inſufficiency 
on the miſtaken Conduct of their Neighbours for 
a Series of Years, before the War was broke 
out. They produced a long Catalogue of Grie- 
vances brought upon them by the ill concerted 
Meaſures of thoſe who were neareſt intereſted in 

their Welfare and Safety, and made it evidently. 
appear, that the Continuance of their Taxes, the 
| Increaſe of their Debts, the Decreaſe of their 
Trade, and their domeſtick Diſtractions, were 
ſolely owing to thoſe who would now make a 
Merit of engaging them in the War, though 
nothing was truer. than that they themſelves, ne- 
ver intended to ſtrike a Blow. | 

The Dutch admitted they were nearly intere- 
ſted in the Safety of the Emperor; but on the 
other hand, they repreſented ro him the ill Con- 


ſequences that muit attend a Rupture with a 
E 4 : Potent 
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Potent 8 grown formidable from the 
Corruption, or miſtaken Policy of certain Miniſters 
that had no Views abſtracted from their own 
private Jatereſ# and Perſonal Iufluence and Security. 

Fhey alledged further, in their Juſtification, . the 
| Fluctuability of the Councils of thoſe who preten- 
ded a Willingneſs. ro embark. along with them 
in the War: That they were naturally fickle and 
unſteady ; but that they had been ſo, to a Re- 
proach, for near twenty Years laſt paſt : That 


they had got ſuch a Habit of Shifting and Chaug- 


ing, and had ſuch a bungling Juggler at the Head 
of their Affairs, that there was no depending 
one Hour on either their H or H=—. 


And above all, that as they were degenerated, 


and were not really the ſame couragious adven- 
trons People they had been, there could be no 
Safety in engaging along with has: either by 
Sea or Land. 
' There was, without Joube, a nd deal of 
Truth in the Allegations of Hollaud, infinitely 
more than in thoſe from another Quarter; and 
the Emperor, for that Reaſon has, and probably 
will carry: his Reſentment to the One, much far- 
ther than to the Other. But, tho' much may be 
laid in in Juſtification of the Skater on this Occa- 
ſion; yet, as it is moſt certain, that very much 
may be urged againſt them, we will examine their 
Conduct in another Light, than that their Chiefs 
thought proper to put it. 
The Dutch, however artfully thay had been 
embittered againſt Hance, towards the End of the 
laſt Century, as had both: obſerved in another 
Place, have never been Enemies of the French 
Nation; on the contrary, they were, as they ſtill 
are, better diſpoſed towards that People, than 
any other in Europe. The Men of Senſe in Hol- 
land, 
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land, even during her Wars with Fance, enter- 
tained not thoſe Jealouſies of that Crown which 
the Commonalty were inſpired with ; and they 
have been inclined to think, particularly ſince the 
Attempts of Louis XIV. in 1672, that France hal 
much rather have them for Allies, than Subjects. 
This Notion, which is far from being chimerical, 
has contributed to wear off the Remains of that 
Pre judice to Fance, which the Partiſans of the 
Houſe of Orange had endeavoured to create. It 
has had likewiſe another Effect in favour of 
France; that is, to induce them to look back, 
with Regret, on their Conduct towards her for 
the laſt half Cestnur y. 
The Hollanders ſee with Concern, that their 
Jealouſies of France have been productive of moſt 
or all the Calamities they feel; and that they 
might have engroſſed moſt of the Trade of the 
World to themſelves, if they had carefully culti- 
vated that Harmony with France ſhe was inclined 
to on her Side, ever ſince the Exiftence of the 
Commonwealth. In ſhort, they ſeem to be cured 
of their Prejudice to that Crown; and to think 
that the Safety and Welfare of the Community 
depend more on Induſtry, Commerce, and a full 
Exchequer, than on an Enlargement of Territory, 
or the Barrier Towns. ; | 
There are ſtill other Reaſons, of a more pri- 
vate Nature, which may be aſſigned for the late 
pacifick Conduct of the Dutch, which I am in- 
clined to believe had more Weight than thoſe 
of a more Publick Nature: They are theſe, 
Some Men in Holland, a very few in Number, 
as has been mentioned before, have ingroſſed to 
themſelves the whole Power of the Kate, and, 
like their Neighbour Pilot, were unwilling to go 
into Meaſures that ſhould endanger the Influ- 
| ence, 
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ence they had acquired. Wars, naturally create 
Publick Burthens and Uneaſineſs, and as natu- 
rally open a Gate to that ſort of Power, the 
Military, which would leſſen, if not totally diſ- 
ſolve, that Influence now ſubſiſting. The Power 
of a Stadtholder eclipſes all ſubordinate Influence, 
and the Conſequences of a War could not well 
fail of paving the preſent Prince of Orange s way 

to that high Station, eſpecially when ſupported 
by the powerful Alliance he had acquired by his 
r | | Tp 

France was skilſul enough to improve the Ad- 
vantages which the aforeſaid Alliance threw in her 
way; and left no Stone unturned to increaſe the 

ublick Jealouſy of a Houſe that had conſtantly 
ood in her way to unlimitted Power. She ſuc- 
ceeded with the far greater Part of the Commo- 
nalty, and Private Intereſt and Luft of Power, ope- 
rated effectually on the Chiefs, 

Thus, Paſquin, have I endeavoured to ſatisfy 
thy Curioſity as to the Origin of the late War; 
and as to the Impidements that had withheld the 
Emperor's natural Allies, from ſuccouring him in 
his Diftreſs. I wiſh I may have ſaid any thing 

to give thee that Satisfaction you ſeemed to wiſh 
for. At our next Interview I ſhall conſider the 
Means by which an End was put to the War, 
the Conditions on which Peace has been reſtored, 
and the Conſequences naturally ariſing from fo 
unforeſeen a Change in the Syſtem of European 
Politicks. Adieu, my old Friend, Day comes upon 
us in large Strides from the Eaſt. It is time to 
part — Adieu. = his 1 
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1470 Am pleaſed to ſee thee, Marforio, ſo exact 
1 to thy Appointment; I ſhall be glad 
when thy Narrative is finiſhed, that I may be at 
Leiſure to look into the Conduct of the Imperial 
Troops who make great Havock in the Eccleſi- 
aſticx State. Our Mitered Machiavels are in 
dreadful Apprehenſions that the Northern Locuſts 
will ſoon ſpread themſelves to the very Gates of 
our City. What thinks thou, my old Friend, 
of this Sacraligious Behaviour of a Sonu, who 
would be thought dutiful towards an Infallible 
Spiritual Parent? If the whole Store of Vatican 
Artillery exhauſted, or have-the Children of the 
Church cloathed themſelyes with the Heretical 
Armour of Diſobedience? 1 
Mar,. It is an old Saying, and a true one, that 
Neceſſity hath no Law. The Inperialiſts plead it 
on this Occaſion, and the old Pontiff is wiſe e- 
.nough not to inſiſt upon any other Excuſe for the 
Incurſions made into his Dominions. He is more 
prudent than to expoſe his want of Influence in an 
Age grown Wiſe and Refractory. Should he 
thunder and bellow as ſome of his Predeceſſors had 
done with Succeſs, he would probably loſe that 
little Weight he has, or would be thought to have; 
therefore he ſagely chuſes rather to wink at ſmall 
Affronts, than run the Risk of being ſtripp'd and 
inſulted by Wholeſale. i 
The World is now, Paſquin, quite another 
Thing than it was two Ages ago. The Fulmina- 
tions of the Vatican are very little regarded by 
even thoſe Princes who own the Neceſſity of Spi- 
ritual Unity, They conſider Popes in a two- 


fold 
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fold Capacity, and treat him accordingly. In 
Matters purely Spiritnal, they pay them a lauda- 
ble Obedience; and in Points ſimply Temporal, 
they treat with them as they do with each other : 
But whenever this Court artfully endeavours to 
blend the Temporal with the Spiritual, as had 
been too often the Caſe, the Secular Powers have 
of late made Diſtinctions very little to her Ad- 
\ vantage. _ Ig et OL Err en 8 LS 
I on for my part, Paſquin, that I think the 
Laity to be now in as good a Road to Heaven, as 
when the Influence of our Maſters was without 
Bounds or Meaſure ; and tho' Tam a faſt Friend 
to Spiritual Unity, and therefore own the Neceſ- 
fity of a viſible Head. I muſt confeſs my ſelf in- 
clined to confine the Power and Authority of that 
* Chief to Spirituals only. Cirift's Charge to St. 
Peter was certain and determin'd; this Power de- 
legated to him and his Succeſſors, regarded not 
Temporals; the infallible Law-giver never intended 
his Delegates ſhould employ the Authority lodg'd 
with them for any other Purpoſe than that of 
Salvation. But huſh, my Friend, I ſee the Re- 
verend. Troop coming this way, convoying the 
Venerable to a Neighbouring ſick Princeſs ; they 
will ill brook to hear me arraign their Power. 
Let us be wiſe then and drop a Subject which 
may draw the Weight of the Holy Office upon us. 
Let me rather purſue the ſubje& Matter of our 
Mutiny. I will diſpatch it in as few Words as I 
can, that thou may'ſt be at Liberty to comfort 
thy old Friend Alberoni at Ravenna, who ſuffers 
much in Mind for the late Slip in his Conduct, 
and at his large out-goings for Corn and Hay. 
Thy Memory, Paſquin, bad as you are pleaſed 
to repreſent it on ſome certain Occaſions, can- 
not ſo far fail thee as to forget the Progreſs of 
4 | Conqueſt 


| Conqueſt during the Coutinuance of the late 
War, therefore I ſhall mention only ſuch. Parti- 


culars of it as will be neceflary towards bringing 
to Light the Means that brought it to a Con. 
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Our good Pontif, from Motives of real Charity, 


_ aſſumed the Office of Mediator as ſoon as Hoſti- 
 Hties began on the Rhine; but as one of the 


Parties at Variance, had every thing to hope for 
from the Conſequences of the War, his Succeſs 
did not anſwer the Piety of his Intentions. The 


Mediation till went on, but without much Ap- 
pearance of anſwering the Peſign of it till after 


the Surrender of Dantæick. That Blow ſeemed 
ſo far to have cured France of the groſs Deaf- 
weſs ſhe had been ſeized with from the Begin- 
ning of the War, that ſhe- could then hear the 
Monoſyllable Peace without being in a Paſſion. The 
pious Paſtor congratulated her on the Recovery 
of that amiable Senſe, and began to entertain Hopes 
of making a thorough Cure, when another ſort 
of Mediation was ſet on foot by the Maritime 
Powers, who ſeemed jealous that the Scarlet TNh—e 
ſnould have the Glory of forging out General 
Tranquillity  _ 1 


Fance, who wiſhed for a Pretext to ſpin out 
the War, was not only glad to have this Oppor- 
tunity to pay a Compliment to the Secular Media- 
tors, but alſo pleaſed to be rid of the Importu- 
nities of the Spiritual Leech. The Emperor, on 
the Contrary, was ſenſibly concerned that the 
Current of the Mediation had been altered; 
but the Nature of his Caſe did not admit of 
Choice. © „ | | | 

He knew the Weight of Spiritual Interpoſition ; 
it was Sincere and Diſintereſted; and could not 


therefore well fail of Succeſs. But the other he 
+. 25! | believed, 
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believed; as it was founded on Fear and! Self- 
Intereſt, would be attended with no Degree of 
Succeſs. Beſides, he was ſenſible the Pacifick 
Project had been the Off-ſpring but of one of the 
Mediating Powers, and that the other had been 
lugged in only to give it the better Colour. And 
to tell thee a Secret,  Paſquin, the Emperor had 


- 


5 no Opinion of either the Integrity or Capacity of 


ſome of the Miniſters employ d in the Negotiation, 

and therefore was ſorry the Bastet was taken out 
of clean nimble Hands, and entruſted with the 
clumſy and defiled. He did not queſtion the good 
Intentions. of the Principals in this Second Media- 
tion; but the Under Agents were by no Means to 
his Imperial Gouſt. e 
Soon after this ſecond Mediation was ſet a- foot, 
the Battle of Parma was fought with equal Bra- 
very, but not with equal Succeſs. The Emper- 
or's Circumſtances required more ſubſtantial Aid 


than bare Mediation. It was about this Time he 


ſent the little Mitered Engliſhman, mentioned in 
my laſt Diſcourſe, to Britain, in order to engage 
her to mediate with Sword in hand. The Britiſh 
Monarch acquieſced in his Reaſons, and ſeemed 
determined to give his diſtreſſed Aly Proofs of 
his Friendſhip : But his Council was of another 
Opinion, and the brave Prince was perſuaded to 

act the Mediator only againſt his own private 
Opinion. . Els 
The Dignitary ſeeing {imple Expoſtulation to be 
of no Effect with the Miniſter, thought to quicken 
his Pace by the Spur of Jealouſy. To this End 
then, he cabals with the: Minifter's Perſonal Ene- 
mies; the Secret was ſoon diſcovered, as he de- 
ſigned it ſnould be; but his Craft had quite ano- 
ther Conſequence than he propoſed. The Mi- 


after, it is true, was alarmed, but not in = 
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leaſt „ his Pacifick Reſolution: -The 


Edge of his Reſentment was turned againſt the 
caballing Agent; he treated him with Harſhneſs 
and Cruelty, and employed all his Weight to 
have him recalled and diſcarded. The Emperor, 


though ſatisfied of the Ability and Integrity of his 
Emiſſary, , complied with the Requeſt of a Man 


he had ſtill ſome Hopes of gaining to his Intereſt. 
But, alas, he might as well hope to move Mount 
Etna, as to alter a Man determined upon Self- 
Preſervation. „ oy 
The Prelate was returned to Penna, and gave 
his Maſter a faithful Account of the State of the 
Nation he had been ſent to. Thou may be ſure, 


Paſquin, he painted the Britiſh Miniſter in Colours 


not much to his Advantage, though probably he 
drew him to the Life. : 


* 


The Emperor now grown tired of an unequal 


War, and out of Humour with all h that had 
abandoned him, began to entertain . ſerious 
Thoughts of Accommodation, but was at a Loſs 
how to propate it to an haughty Enemy, who 
would not fail of improving his Condeſcention 


to his Diſadvantage. , The little Prelate obſerving 


the Bent of his Mafter's Inclinations, begged 
Leave to try his Skill at cooking up the Pacifick 
Ragouſt. His Imperial Maſter, willing to be at 
Eaſe, and out of all Hopes as to the Succeſs of 
the Mediation on Foot, condeſcends to gratify 
the Ambition of his truſty Servant. 
It muſt be owned, the Emperor could not have 
made Choice of a fitter Agent for the intricate 
Jobb he had to manage; He was bred in Paris, 
was Maſter of the French Language, and perfectly 
skilled in all the Grimace, Shruggs, and Double- 
Dealing of the French Court : He was intimately 
acquainted with, Numbers of the French Nobility, 
Ry | and 


Fl 
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and was in the Confidence of the moſt intriguing 


2 Members amongſt the French Jeſuits : He had a 


Patron of great Influence at the Court of Rome, 
and had a Perſonal Acquaintance with Cardinal 
. Hlberoni ſince the Year 1712, whom all the World 
thought to have had the Confidence of the Queen 

of Spain. Thus ſuperlatively qualified was the 
Biſbop of Na e, when he was permitted by 


the Emperor to exerciſe his Talents in the weighty | 


Buſineſs of Peace. 
His firſt Care was to give his Maſter a Reliſh 


for the firſt Plan offered by the Court of Rome, 
and to reject all that ſhould come from another 
Quarter He found no Difficulty to gain upon 
him as to the Latter, but had a good deal to 
render the firſt pallatable in the Groſs, tho ſome 
| Parts of it went down with Pleaſure. _ 
I perceive, Paſquin, thy Impatience to know 
the Nature of this firſt Plan, and therefore ſhall 
gratify thee with a ſummary Deſcription of it, 
before T proceed further. As for the ſecond 
Sketch of a Plan, it has been long ſince made 
publick to thee, and all the World belige: ?: 
The preſent Pontiff, and moſt of his pious Pre- 
deceſſors, had obſerved with deep Concern, that 
the very Entity of the Reformation, and the Growth 
of it, had been owing to the ambitious Jealouſies 
of the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon: They had 
abſerved alſo, that moſt of the National Mfungs 
that had been committed for the laſt Century, 
had been owitig to the Diſſentions of thoſe two 
powerful Families; and they were not ignorant; 
that moſt, or all the Calamities of Europe, had been 
occaſioned by the miſtaken Politicks of the Courts 
of Vienna 57 Parit. It was often attempted by 
theſe Spiritual Fathers, to remove a Prejudice 


that had been POO of ſo great Mi __— 
me 
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but ſomething always ftood in their Way to ob 


ſtruct the glorious Work. The Impediments, for 
the moſt part, were founded on general Ambi- 
tion and Luſt of Power in the very Princes them- 


ſelves, but ſometimes on the particular Ambition 
of their Miniſters, who found their” Account 575 


the Calamities of the Publick. | - © 


The Holy Father, ever ſince his Elevation, bal Jo. 
— turned his Thoughts towards bri nging; 5 


about an Union fo defirahle in itſelf, and fo nece 
ſary for the Eaſe and Increaſe of the Faithful. He 


found a Diſpoſition in each Party, provided cer. 
tain Ges could be obtained; but as the re- 


ciprocal Demands of the Parties were out of all 


Meaſure, the good Father deſpaired of reducing 


them to Reafon, till ſome great Change ſhould 
happen in the Circumſtances of one of the Parties. 
He imagined the breaking out of the late War, 
had happily wrought that Change he ſo ardently 
wiſhed for, and therefore redoubled his Solicita- 
tions as ſoon as Hoſtilities were begun. The Em- 
peror, who, before the War, had been moſt ex- 
travagant in his Demands, was now become more 
lyant; but Hance, on the Contrary, was become 
leſs ſo, whilſt ſhe conceived any Hopes of ſecurin 
a Footing i in Poland. However, as the taking 5 
Dantz.ick had a little cooled her, the pious Media- 
tor was not without Hopes of ſucceeding - in ſome 
reaſonable Time, when the Interpoſition of the 
Maritime Powers broke in upon all his Meaſures, 
as had been mentioned before. | i 
I ſhall not enter here into every minute Parti- 
cular of the Pontiſf's Plan, imagining it will ſa- 


_ risfy thy preſent Curioſity, Paſquin, to have it 


in the General; let it then ſuffice thee; to know 


it aſcertained the Property of each Party in fot 
(943% 4 F 5 equitable 


i 


kk. 
cemquitable and judicious a Manner, as to leave 
no Room for future Conteſt or Incroachment. 


It was not founded on the Rights of antient Title 


or preſent Poſſeſſion, but rather on real Conve- 

niency, and ſolid Advantage. For Inſtance, The 

Emperor was to be made ſenſibly, that his Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Netherlands was of no real Benefit to 

him, and that it would entail perpetual Expence 

on his Heirs ; that as thoſe Provinces were of 
far greater: Advantage 'to the ſecret Enemies of 
his Honſe, and Faith, than they were to himſelf, 
or could be hereafter to his Family, it would be 
for his Intereſt to accept of a reaſonable Equivalent 
in Lieu of them; that his true Intereſt ſhould in- 
duce him, to think rather of inlarging himſelf in, 
another Quarter, then ſet his Heart upon preſerv- 
ing the Poſſeſſion of diſtant Territories, which 
would prove an eternal Bone of Contention be- 
tween his Family and the only Power in the World, 
able to diſturb and diſtreſs ilt. 

A s for the Family of Lorain, which the Emperor, 
had all along deſtined to adopt on his Failure of 
ſſue Male, the Plan provided ſuch a reaſonable 
Equivalent for their antient Inheritance, which 

had been for above an Age dependent on the 
Courteſy of France, that there was no Doubt, they 

vuould accept of it with Alacrity. 5 

Then, as for Jah, it was to be ſo equitable di- 
vided, that each Party, concerned in the Diviſion, 
muſt have found it his Intereſt, to quit all old 
Pretenſions, and adhere inviolably to the Terms 
of the new Partition. For Inſtance, The Dut- 
chies of Parma, Placentia, and Tuſcany, as they lay 
contiguous to the Milaneſe and Mantuan, muſt have 


been thought, by the Emperor and his Family, 


more valuable than Naples and Sicily, eſpecially 
. when 


" 
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when the Territory of Genoa was to be annexed 
to them, on certain very eaſy Conditions. 
In order to compleat the Dominions of the 
Imperial Houſe in Lah, the Dutchies of Modena 
and Regio were to be exchanged for an Equiva- - 
lent that could not fail of the Approbation of 
the Princes of the Houſe of Eſte. And that no- 
thing ſhould be omitted, in order to render the 
Scheme palatable, the Pontiff was willing to al- 
low the Emperor ſome Conveniences, on the Side 
of the Frrarexe, for a moderate Equivalent nearer 
Rome. The ſeparate Intereſt of Venice and Savoy, 
were to be ſettled on Terms agreeable to both. 
The Diſtributions in the North were by this Plan 
sketched out with equal Zeal, Judgment, and Im- 

partiality; and as its Baſis was chiefly religious, 
the Crown of Poland was to be made Hereditary 
in the Houſe of Saxony, lately become Orthodox. 
The Reftoration of Haniſtauss Paternal Eſtate, 
and the Conceſſions already mentioned, to be made 
to France, were thought ſufficient to farisfy that 
Prince for the Loſs of the Poliſh Crown; and 
as he had no Heirs. but the Queen of France, 
the Reverſion of. his Patrimony was to deſcend 
to a Grand Daughter, matched with the Prince 
of Saxony. Poet hs Lo OY 

The Emperor was to find his Account in this 
Diſpoſition ; for in Conſideration of the Poliſh 
Crown, Auguſtus and his Conſort were not only | 
to renounce to the Succeffion of Auſtria, but 
likewiſe make -a Ceſſion of certain Diſtricts in Po- 
land, and in Upper Saxony, contiguous. to Silefia 
and Bohemia, 5 5 1 
There were alſo ſome Articles, concerning the 

Houſe of Bavaria, and Palatine, and ſome other 


Catholick Princes in Germany, which tended to the 
5 1 Safety 


4 
Sufety and Satisfaction of all the eber 
in the Performance of them. 
Portugal mas effectually cured.) by this Plan, 
rom the ſuperior Power Spain, and; this 15 
-was:nornonly3)to, be made eaſy wich relatio 
ee f could have -to. the new * 
-fiow of Bac, but likewiſe, was to have been al- 
Aiſted towards Procuring!. e e 
| Home. gie ef E 0 
pong the whole, this: pions Plan wa 810 al 
Tulatedʒi that it could not fail, if. 5 85 been 
agreed to by the Courts of Views — Paris, 
anſwering the Ends propoſed, which were the 
intire Safety and Satisfaction, of, al the ergebe 
Catholick Powers of Europe, e {s of the 
Zyured, the Aboliſhment of Hereſy and Error, 
and the Reſtoration of primitive Religion 
throughout Chriſtendom. It would be the In- 
rereſtlof the con federated Caholick Powers, to ſit 
down contented with each other, and turn their 
common Force againſt the to an avowed 
 Exenies of their Faith, The Emperor might then 
with Safety turn his Arms againſt the Turk, and 
tonquèr new Realms of far greater Conyenience 
and Advantage to his Family, than thoſe, ſmall 
Diſtricts he was to oblige France with; and this 
he might have done without Dread of that 
Crown, whoſe Intereſt it would be, to aſſiſt him, 
and guard his Rear, whilſt he ſhould. be mak- 
ing vew*:Acquiſitions that could not affect her. 
The Henetigus, and the King of the Sicilies might 
at the ſame Time enlarge their Dominions on 
the other Side the Adriatick G ul, whiſt . Seain 
extended her Congueſts. on the Continene of 
Abict. a 
Theſes my: dear 1 were the Endeavours, 
this the Plan, which. our wi 1 ir.:ual :nd = 
poral 


* 
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poral Lord offered to the Conſideration of the 
'Courts of Vienna and Paris, a as ſoon as France had 
taken Fort Kiel. It was a Pious and Glorious 
e well 7 geſted and worthy of tlie viſible 
cad of the Catel Church. And though it 
way be looked upon as too General, eie 11 the 


35 Emperor and France could have found their par- 
ricular Accounts in the Execution of it, Tile is 
no Doubt, but it would have had the projected 
Effect. For whenever thoſe, two Powers can be. 
brought to a right good Underſtanding, which 
was the chief View of this Plan, it is probable 
" - - Bar. this .Scheme, or ſomewhat. very like it, will 
be the Conſequence of the deſireable Harmony: 
And Iam much miſtaken; or the happy Hour is 
now near at Hand, when the two Illnftrious Houſes 
of Auſtria and Bourbon are to be tied by the 
ſtricteſt Bands of Union and Concord. — But 
more of this hereafter. * 

This was the Plan, I told thee, my Friend, 
the Biſhop of N——e intended to work upon, 
this was it he wanted to cook up to the Reliſh 
of his Maſter's Palate. ' He turned it, and toſſed 
ir, and threw it into. twenty different Shapes, 
tilt at laſt he ſo managed it that the Emperor 
could bear the Sight of it, and even the Smell. 
Count Zinzindorf, was of ſingular Uſe to him 
on this Occaſion ; for as this great Miniſter had 

deen an old faithful Servant, and underſtood 
perfectly well, the Intereſt of his Auguſt Family, 
the Emperor gave great Attention to what he of- 
| fered i in Juſtification of the Plan: | 

He. laid before him with uncommon Clearneſs, 
the Injuries his Illuſtrious Houſe had received 
from her Prejudice to France, and her Friend- 
ſhip to thoſe Powers that had abandoned him in 
jus Day of his N Diſttes. Fe put him 


* in 
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nnn Mind, that France had always gained by the 
Prnuſnes his Family had made upon her, and that 
twthe known Enemies of his Faith had acquired 
1 Strength along with her, as his 'own was impar- 
T He beſceched him to conſider how trivial 
Wh > the Revenues of the Netherlands were, if com- 


puared with the Expence and Perplexity. that at- 
1 1 the Poſſelion of them. How merh more 
advantagious that Country was to certain Powers, 
that had eſſentially diſobliged him, than to him- 
elf; and that, as thoſe Provinces had been here- 
_ tofore, fo would they, for the Time to come, 
be the Means of Eternal Quarrels between his 
Family and that of France. He further inforced 
this Part of his Argument, by ſhewing his Au- 
guſt Maſter, that Spain had been enfeebled by 
der fondneſs for the Netherlands, and that even 
his own Difappointment, as to the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, was chiefly owing to the Views which 
France had, of annexing thoſe Provinces to her 
% EEE. 
The Stateſman puts his Maſter in Mind of 
the Superiority of Fraxce, and his own Inability 
of ſecuring his Succeffion in the Manner he in- 
rended, except that Crown could be bought to 
the Intereſt of his Family; and he made it ap- 
= pear to him, that he could never purchaſe her 
Friendfhip on fo eaſy Terms, as by gratifying 

her on the Side of the Netherlazds. He faid 

further, that he did not queſtion but Fraxce would 

either give him, or procure for him an Equi- 

valent, that would anſwer the Purpoſe of his 

Family much better, than the Poſſeſſion of Coun- 

tries that muft always involve them 1n Wars, 

and Confuſions. And the wiſe Miniſter added, 

that as France could have no Views on the Ger- 

wan Side of the Rhine, he might be ſatisfied, 


ſhe 


. 
ſhe would faithfully obſerve her Engagements, 
both with him and his Family, if ſne were once 
poſſeſſed of. thole Provinces that had ſo often 
brought her Arms into the Field. 0 
Tbe Count had reaſoned with equal Judgment 
on the other Parts of the Plan, and had fo effectu- 
ally brought over the young Duke of L——n, 
the preſumprive Heir, to his Opinion, that the 
Pious Emperor conſented, that the Biſhop ſhould 
be impowered, to act in ſuch Manner, and by 
| ſuch Channels, as he ſhould think proper; but 
under ſuch Reſtrictions, that his firſt Overtures 
ſhould ſeem without Warrant or Authority. 
The commiſſioned Prelate, willing to preſerve 
Appearances, and to ſave the Credit and Honour 
of his Maſter, was of Opinion, the firſt Propo- 
ſals to France ſhould come to her, from ſome un- 
byaſſed Perſon of great Diſtinction, whom ſhe 
could not ſuſpect of being applyed to by the Court 
of Vienna. He had had the Honour of an early 
Acquaintanee with the © 000 000. 
a Prince of uncommon, natural and acquired Parts, 
who was always thought to be much more in 
the Intereſt of France than the Emperor; though 
if the Truth were known, they were equally in- 
different to him from very ſubſtantial Motives. 
To this impartial Prince did the Biſhop apply 
himſelf with the utmoſt Secreſy, that he might 
prevail upon him, to feel the Pulſe of the Fench 
Court, as to Terms of Peace. And that he 
might not imagine, he himſelf had acted by the 
Conſent and Privity of the Emperor, he beſeech- 
ed him to offer his Mediation at Vienna and Pa- 
ris, at one and the ſame Time; he laid before him 
the Advantages that muſt accrue to him and his 
Family, ſhould his Meditation be attended with 
Succeis, and that, though it ſhould not, the con- 
| F 4 cending 
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_eending-Pewers equld not but vieu his Intentions 
in an advantageous Light. He made him the war- 
meſt Profeſſions. of his Zeal for his Service, and 
2fured him, that he had undertaken that tedious 
——_ partly to aden his Iotereſt by a Peace 
nthe Cut holi ch Nins oo 2» 
he Prince, grown Wiſe from ee aid 
Cantigus 2 Adverſity, was unwilling! to em- 
| bark In. an fair - of;10!, reat- Moment, without 
de better Authority yy that of a meddling 
Prieſt, of whom he had conceived ſome Jealouſies, 
Fe: eee ee to che Em- 
peror: for the Miter. But / upon his ſhewing him 
his, Powers, which, he was now under a Neceſſity 
% dogs e in order to engage the Wary State ſ⸗- 
DFO Erince undertook che Vork with great 
Chear es- T5 03,9709 Diff wy AMR tut 
The anne. were mede with ſo great De- 
Tegey an d Judgment, that the very ſame Cour- 
riers that Carried them: to Vienna arid Paris, re- 
rarned with the Acknowledgement and Appro- 
batign L9f;.,the Emperor and King of Fance. 
e Yer Agprobazion, could only have Re- 
udo the Perſon, of the Mediator, and the 
Gat nder. -by which he propoſed- the Parties ſhould: 
negate, Second (Conners, were | diſpatched, 
| he 'Qur-lines only,of.the Plan the Media- 
107 intended to produce, when the Parties ſhould! 
think Se e explain chemſelves at large. And; 
this Sketch was coloured with ſo. great Art and 
Enparmality; that ir produced a more explicit 
| Explanation than cod have been expected 1a? 
5 ſoon. Eur as France ĩnſiſted more ſtrenuouſſy, than 


5 was. confiſtent ieh the Emperor's Iutereſt or Ho- 


nor, an certain, Points relating to Spain, it was 
os d necelfar'y, to creafe a Jealouſy between 
| e kk Frame ar 
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the younger Branch of her Houſe Here 
it, was, the moſt refined Policy was 8 wich 
Succels. OBO. 26, 
I muſt now refreſh-thy ES FONG <ith 
what I had ſaid; of an Intimacy between: the Bi- 
ſhop and Cardinal Albetoni, ſo long ago, as the 
Lear 2712. It was now: thought expedient, he 
ſnould practice on his old Acquaintance, in order 
to raiſe the concerted Miſunderſtanding between 
the Courts of Paris and Madrid. To this End 
then, did the Biſnop poſt away to Ravenna, the 
Place of his Eminency's Reſidence at that Times 
After the uſual Ceremonies were over, the Paci 
fick Agent inſinuated to the Cardinal, that the 
Court of Vienna was in the moſt favourable Dis- 
poſition towards that of Spain ; that the Emperor 
bad the higheſt Regard for the Perſon of the 
Queen, and that, if proper Application was made 
to him for his youngeſt Daughter, he did not 


Doubt, but Means might be found of aſſertaining 


the Dominion of Don Carlos in all the Halian 1 
Poſſeſſions, without further Bloodſhed Much 
was ſaid on one Side and the other, and many Dif- 
ficulties were raiſed by the intriguing Cardinal 5 
but the Pation, was made; fo; pallatable at laſt, that 
the old Fox reliſhed and ſwallowed it. 

A Courier was immediately diſpatched to Sin; 
but as the Queen's Approbation, of a Propoſal-ſor - 
favourable to the particular Intereſt of Foun Fa- 
mily, was not doubted by the Cardinal, he pro- 
poſed to the Biſhop, to open a Correſpdndepos: 
between him and Count C——— then at the 
Head of the Imperial Army in the Mantuan, that 
the Affair might be ready prepared againſt the Re- 
turn of his Courier. An Intercourſe of Letters 
between the Count and his Eminency: was ac- 


cordjngly, agreed to and ſettled; and that tha 
great 


q 


| „ 
F grent Seeret might be the better'preſerved, a faith- 
ful. Domeſtick of the Biſhop's was pitched upon, to 
TR v0“. . IE 
Several Letters paſſed between the Cardinal and 
the General, but this laſt, who had been early 
| et into the Drift of this Negotiation, wrote a long 
E - N Letter to his Eminency, congratulating him on 
the Succeſs of his Endeavours, and aſſuring him, 
N 
| 
| 


that he had received full Pow ers from his Mafter, 
to ſettle with him the Conditions of the future 
Marriage of the ham and the youngeſt Arch- 
dutcheſs. This Artful, Ample Letter fell (deſig- 
nedly without Doubt) in the Hands of the French 
Commander, and was immediately ſent by him to 
It is eaſy to imagine, the Confternation which 
this Piece of Intelligence put the French Miniſters 
into. They had had a Jealouſy of Spain, ever ſince 
the Separation of her Troops, ordered to the 
Conqueſt of Naples and Sicily, which was heightned 
by her Refufal of ratifying the Treaty with Sar- . 
dinia, concerning the Milaneſe ; but now they 
were quite out of Patience, and determined no 
longer to obſtruct the Work of Peace, in Compli- 
ment to a Lazy, in whom they could propoſe neither 


o 


Confidence nor Security. - - 


From this, Paſquin, France went ſincerely into 


the Buſineſs of Peace, and the impartial Mediator 
found her no longer obſtructing the Progreſs of his 


Mediation. The Biſhop was ſet out for Paris, 
=D _ amply impowered and inſtructed, and ſoon after 

1 Monſieur LE — was privately diſpatched for 

| Nima, where the laſt Hand was put to the Preli- 
= _  milkaries, which anſwered all the Ends of the moſt 
= folemn Treaty, though they wanted the Form. 

| It was faid, that Count $——f*s March from 


Mentz to the Moſelle, had facilitated the _—_ ; 
3 95 ut 


DET 


„ turn 
but take it from me, my good Friend, they ſpoke 
without Book, who impured the Condefcention of 


France to the Motions of that General. That 
March was ſo far from being a Secret to Faute, 
many Days before it took ERS, chat it was con- 
certed and executed at her Inftance, in order to fa- 
cilitate hereafter the Execution of certain Stipula= 
tions in her Favour. But I do not wonder, Paſ- 
Juin, that the Ignorant ſhould be Strangers to the 
Mylle of that Politick March, when they are ſo 
to the Treaty, on which it was founded. The 
World is ſo much in the Dark as to this whole Pa- 
cifick Tranſaction, that T have not as yet heard of 
one Speculatiſt, and many, thou knoweſt, we have 
here in Rome, that ventured to account for its Ori- 
gin or Completion. The whole of it is a Riddle 
not to be unfolded but by Time or myſelf. 
Thou haft had, Paſquin, a Set of Preliminary: 
Articles put into thy Hands for Prince Cor/azi at 
Naples, and many Copies of that Set, which has 
been diſperſed about Europe; but, alas, my old 
Neighbour, the Set thus induſtriouſly publiſhed, 
contains not a "Tenth Part of the myſterous Arti- 
cles agreed to and ratified, Juſt as much and no 
more is divulged, as was thought neceſſary for the 
preſent Purpoſes of the contracting Powers. The 
ſecret Articles, whenever they are known, will ſtrike 
a Terror into thoſe who are now moſt elated at the 
Proſpect of General Tranquillity ; and thoſe, 
who are thought to have moſt Reaſon to repine at 
the preſent Pacification, will, on that Joyful Day, 
have moſt Reaſon to exult 3 
The whole Political Syſtem of Europe has been 
altered by this Peace; it has cancelled all former 
Treaties, to make Way for one, like to be as per- 
manent as it is founded on Motives truly Religi- 
ous and Equitable, And though, the partienisr 
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